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The Simple Testimony of a Fighting Man 

An Introduction to Ichi-F 


What happened in the days following March 11,2011 at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear 
Plant, 200 kilometers northeast of Tokyo? While thousands of reports exist, there will 
probably never be a single, fully comprehensive account of the enormous, 9.0-magnitude 
earthquake, or the catastrophic tsunami it caused. At Fukushima, the towering wave 
destroyed the reactor's backup cooling systems, which caused the reactor's fuel rods 
to heat up and eventually melt down. Hydrogen that then built up inside some of the 
reactor buildings led to a dramatic explosion, and radioactive substances were released 
in massive amounts. Tens of thousands of residents evacuated, and the whole world 
looked on with deep concern. It took six months to regain control over the power plant, 
and its dismantling and renaturation will take 40 years. 

Today, thousands of workers have struggled with the innards of the nuclear cadaver. 

They battle scorching heat and freezing cold in their work to clean up the site. Some 
have no background at all in nuclear power, but all are determined to find a way to cope 
with this, the world's worst nuclear accident since the Chernobyl incident in Ukraine in 
1986. 

One of these men is manga artist Kazuto Tatsuta, whose talent has given us a rare and 
unusual look behind the scenes of Fukushima Daiichi, or "Ichi-F" (which means TF" 
in Japanese). Do not expect titillating details about how many will contract radiation 
sickness, the ecological or agricultural impact, or the astronomical sums and cutting- 
edge technology it would take to salvage the melted fuel rods. 1 Tatsuta, like many others, 
has no definitive answers to these questions, but in this book he does share something 
that no journalist, doctor, radiation expert, politician, anti-nuclear activist, or anyone 
else could. He shows us how the workers of Fukushima live every day and night, the 
condition of their work, what they think, what they see, and what they talk about. 
Because he is one of them. 

Luckily, this unique testimony also comes to us from a new manga artist. Tatsuta is 
gifted with an extraordinary talent, one that has already won him many accolades. Of 


1 According to the latest information on Ichi-F, there have been no deaths or recorded instances of radiation 
sickness or major ecological or agricultural impacts. 


course, because it is necessarily subjective, his testimony is incomplete and sometimes 
controversial, but it is an essential contribution to the literature. Tatsuta is one of the 
few who can furnish us with a realistic impression of what it's like to live at Fukushima 
- a name that will be forever entwined with the tragedy that happened there after 
March 11,2011. It should also be noted that, while this is perhaps the most unique, 
dozens of manga about the catastrophe have been published in Japan in the years 
since, because, for Japanese people, manga is a shared way of seeing that goes beyond 
entertainment. 

Few of the workers at Fukushima have the ability, the will, the right, or the courage 
to share their knowledge. They are possibly not aware of the significance of their 
experiences to the public. But Tatsuta's brave work creating this book shows us a 
new side of the work at Fukushima. However onerous it may be, it's not all bleak pain 
and fear. For these men, part of the story is also friendship, laughter, and a shared 
purpose. In other words, this is a human story, one that will deeply move its readers. 
One comes to imagine the workers of Fukushima as a team of Sisyphuses, working at 
an absurd task, one that involves neither creating anything nor enriching anyone, 
and one that they will not see the end of, because their time on the crew is limited by 
their total radiation exposure. 

One could read Ichi-Fa nd object: The protagonist is a little too compliant, a little 
too naive, a little too unaware of the extent of the danger. Some have even accused 
him of taking the "side" of TEPCO, the power company. Some of that may be true, but 
Tatsuta is a man who has made a choice to offer his insight. He never claims to be 
delivering the one and only truth; he merely drew what he lived through, like a soldier 
who comes home from war and puts his small part of the sweeping battle down on 
paper. He may not grasp the whole picture, but that does not lessen the value of his 
experience. 


Karyn Nishimura Poupee 

A journalist and Japan correspondent for Agence France-Presse (AFP), Poupee was in Tokyo on March 11,2011, 
experiencing the catastrophe and its impact firsthand. Since then, she has covered the disaster extensively. She is 
also the author of several books on Asia, Japan, and manga. 

This introduction was arranged by Dargaud-Lombard s.a. (Kana), the publisher of French edition of Hu coeur 
de Fukushima published in March 2016. It was also published in German edition of Reaktor IF - Ein Bericht aus 
Fukushima by Carlsen Verlag in March 2016. 
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HERE 
WE SAY 
"ICHI-F" 


THE WORKERS 
AND LOCALS ALL 
CALL IT THAT. 
APPARENTLY 
SOME PEOPLE 
SAY “FUKU- 
ICHI," BUT NOT 
AROUND HERE. 


I'M 

COINS TO 
SIVE YOU 
A SUIDED 
TOUR OF OUR 
WORKPLACE, 
*1-F." 
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Door Sign: JV Store 
8 AM - 5 PM 


Sign (right): Workers at Fukushima Daiichi, thank you! Keep doing your best! 
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NEXT 



COME THE 



COTTON 


NOW 

CLOVES, 


WE'RE 

CAR AND A 


READY 

SURGICAL 


FOR THE 

MASK THAT 


TRIP TO 

HOOKS 


ICHI-F. 

OVER THE 



EARS. 































































AT THE 


EXIT, SOME 


PEOPLE 


POCKET 


DOSIMETERS 


CAPD) FOR 


MEASURING 


RADIATION 


BUT WE CAN 



ANYONE 
CAN TAKE 
THE TEPCO 
BUS, BUT 
YOU MUST 
HAVE A 
PROTECTIVE 
SUIT AND 
FULL-FACE 
MASK ON. 
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FIRST 
WE PASS 
THROUGH 
THE TOWN 
OF NARAHA, 
WHICH WAS 
PART OF THE 
RESTRICTED 
ZONE UNTIL 
AUGUST 
2012 . 


YOU CAN'T SEE THEM 
FROM THE HIGHWAY, 
BUT ALONG THE 
COAST, THE RAVAGES 
OF THE TSUNAMI ARE 
STILL EVIDENT. 


IT'S A 
STRAIGHT 
SHOT TO 
ICHI-F, AND 
TAKES 20 
MINUTES IF 
YOU DON'T 
GET STUCK 
BEHIND A 
SLOW BUS 
OR COP 
CAR. 


(J-VILLAGE) 




FROM 
THIS 
POINT 
ON, THE 
STREET 
LIGHTS 
FLASH 
YELLOW. 


AT THE 
BORDER OF 
TOMIOKA 
IS THE 

CHECKPOINT 
INTO THE 
RESTRICTED 
ZONE. 


Sign, (Fukushima) Daini Nuclear Power Plant -| 3 






















































MR. ONO 
IS FROM 
OKUMA. 


rHL-L, IHt 

ABANDONED 
FIELDS BLAZE 
YELLOW AS 
THE FLOWERS 
OF THE 
INVASIVE 
SOLDENROD 
WEED BLOOM. 
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Stacks, Rice of Fukushima Side of building: Okuma 


































































































INSIDE ICHI-F, 
THE FIRST THINS 
YOU NOTICE IS 
THE STUNNINS 
NUMBER OF 
ENORMOUS 
TANKS ON THE 
RISHT-HAND 
SIDE. 


OUR 
FIRST 
DESTINA¬ 
TION IS 
THE ANTI¬ 
QUAKE 
BUILDING. 


IT USED TO 
BE YACHO-NO- 
MORI (WILD 
BIRD FOREST), 
BUT NOW IT'S 
A CLEARING 
SPACE FOR 
TANKS OF 
CONTAMINATED 
WATER. MANY 
STILL CALL IT 
YACHO-NO- 
MORI. 


oooo 

oooo 

Contaminated^ 
C WATER TANKS r 



1 J 

. 

VEHICLE SURVEY 

□ DO 


THEY ALLOW 
US ACCESS 
ONCE THEY'VE 
CHECKED OUR 
VEHICLE PASS 
AND ID CARDS. 



i j 

. 

VEHICLE SURVEY 

□ DO 

















































































Floor and walls are T 
fireproof plastic 
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Trailer: Never Give Up! Fukushima Hitachi 
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...ON THE 
LEFT ARE 
THE UNIT 
1 AND 
UNIT 2 
REAC¬ 
TORS. 



.jJJ lilL / 1 


UNIT 1 IS 
UNDER A 
COVER, WHILE 
UNIT 2 STILL 
LOOKS LIKE 

IT ALWAYS 
HAS ON THE 
OUTSIDE. 



-4. 

BUT 

THERE'S 

NO 

DENVINS 



Jti 























































YES. 

VERY 

MUCH 


I WAS 
SWAYED BY 
HIGH PAY, 
CURIOSITY, 
AND JUST 
A BIT OF 
ALTRUISM 
FOR THOSE 
AFFECTED. 


Window: Hello Work 
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I'D BE LYING IF 
I SAID I WASN'T 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE 
RADIATION 
EXPOSURE, 
BUT MY OWN 
RESEARCH 
ON THIS CASE 
SHOWED ME 
THAT IT WASN'T 
AS BAD AS 
THE MEDIA 
AND CERTAIN 
CITIZEN GROUPS 
CLAIMED. 


Top Cutoff Signs, Alliance, Fight, Union 
Small Mid Sign, Shut them down! Sign, Protect the children of Fukushima! 
Big Sign, No More Nuclear! _Sign Held Behind it. Anger 



*1 USD = approximately 100 yen. 







































BY THE 
END OF THE 
SUMMER, 
EVERYONE 
EITHER QUIT 
OR MOVED UP 
TO ONE OF THE 
HISHER-LEVEL 
SUBCONTRAC¬ 
TORS. 


ER, WELL, 
THAT CAN 
BE AR¬ 
RANGED, 
BUT... 



AT LAST, I 
MADE MY 
WAY TO A 
COMPANY 
THAT COULD 
PAY WORK¬ 
ERS SPECIAL 
HAZARD PAY 
FOR AS¬ 
SIGNMENTS 
WITHIN THE 
PROTECTION 
ZONE. 


NATU 


ME 


RALLY 


THE 

APD EMITS 
A WARNING 
EVERY TIME 
IT REACHES 
A FIFTH OF 
ITS ALLOTTED 
AMOUNT. 
FOR 1.8 
MILLISIEVERTS, 
THAT AMOUNTS 
TO 0.3S MSV. 
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SINCE 


WE'RE 


HERE, WE 


SIDE OF 



ALL THE 
SEASIDE 
BUILDINGS ARE 
IN TATTERS- 


TURN 

RIGHT 

AGAIN, 

AND 

YOU'LL 

PASS 

THE 

TURBINE 

BUILD¬ 

INGS. 


FROM THE 
TSUNAMI, AND 
THE UPPER 
LEVELS 
FROM THE 
EXPLOSIONS. 


’ss 
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WE'LL MAKE A 
TURN AROUND 
THE WASTE 
DISPOSAL 
BUILDINGS, NOW 
SURROUNDED 
BY TEMPORARY 
BREAKWATERS 


...AND 
APPROACH 
THE FRONT 
OF UNIT A. 


RIPPED 
OFF ALL 
THE STUFF 
ON TOP 
ALREADY. 


OOOOH, 
THEY'VE 
BEEN HARD 
AT WORK 
HERE. 


ALL THOSE FOLKS 
SAYIN' THAT JAPAN 
IS DOOMED IF THIS 
THINS COLLAPSES 
REALLY OUSHTA 
SEE THIS FOR 
THEMSELVES. 





































































































Sign: Tape 




































































WE SET 
SCANNED 
THOROUGHLY 
FROM THE 
TOPS OF OUR 
HEADS TO THE 
BOTTOMS OF 
OUR FEET. 




























































THEY'LL 
PRINT OUT 
A SHEET 
OF THE 
DAY'S 
RADIATION 
EXPO¬ 
SURE. 


THE 
YEARLY 
DOSASE 
TALLY IS 
RESET IN 
APRIL. 


THERE ARE 
LIMITS ON 
HOW MUCH 
RADIATION 
EXPOSURE YOU 
CAN SUFFER IN 
A YEAR BY LAW. 
IT'S 50 MSV 
FOR A SINGLE 
YEAR, AND 100 
MSV OVER FIVE 
YEARS. 


DO 
HAVE 
LEFT, 
MR. 
ONO? 



EACH COMPANY 
BRINGS ITS OWN 
HOT WATER POTS 
INTO THE BREAK 
ROOM, SO YOU 
CAN AT LEAST 
HAVE INSTANT 
NOODLES, BUT 
THERE'S NO 
PLACE TO DUMP 
OUT THE REST 
OF THE LIQUID. 
GOTTA DRINK 
THAT BROTH! 


IT'S 

TROUBLE 
FOR US, 
TOO, 
SINCE IT 
AFFECTS 
OUR 
INCOME. 


THE 

DOSAGE 

LIMIT 

ISSUE HAS AN 
EFFECT ON 
THE NUMBER 
OF WORKERS 
TEPCO AND 
THE SUBCON¬ 
TRACTORS 
CAN HIRE. 



IN THE 
SUMMER OF 
2012, ONE 
WEEKLY 
TABLOID 
SAID, “ONLY 
TEPCO 
EMPLOYEES 
GET COLD 
WATER TO 
DRINK," BUT 
THIS WAS A 
MALICIOUS 
FABRICATION. 
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HOWEVER, IN 
TEPCO'S INCIDENT 
REPORT, HE WAS 
ONLY PRONOUNCED 
DEAD ONCE TAKEN 
TO A HOSPITAL IN 
IWAKI. PERHAPS 
THEY DID NOT WANT 
THE DEATH TO BE 
OFFICIALLY LISTED AS 
OCCURRINS AT ICHI-H 




—- 

EITHER WAY, 


THE CAUSE WAS 

A HEART ATTACK 
WITH NO RELATION 

TO RADIATION 
EXPOSURE. IF THEY 
W£R£ RELATED, 
WE'D ALL BE DEAD 

BY NOW. HE WAS 

THE FIFTH VICTIM IN 
THE DECOMMISSION 
EFFORT. MAY HE 
REST IN PEACE. 

>^ 4 ===== 

ASPS 
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IF YOU 
THOUGHT 
WE WERE 
HOME FREE 
AND EASY, 
WELL, 
YOU'RE 
WRONG. 




THIS INCLUDES BUSES AND DUMP 
TRUCKS. DURING THE EVENING RUSH, 
YOU CAN WAIT UPWARDS OF AN 
HOUR. WHEN YOU'RE TIRED AFTER 
WORK, THIS IS REALLY DRAINING. 


EVERY 
VEHICLE 
LEAVING 
ICHI-F HAS TO 
SUBMIT TO A 
CONTAMINA¬ 
TION SCAN. 



IF IT'S 
CLEAN, 
YOU'RE 
FREE TO 
GO, BUT 
THERE'S 
ONE LAST 
BOTTLE¬ 
NECK. 


IT'S TOUGH FOR 
THE VEHICLE 
SURVEYERS, 
TOO. WHEN 
IT'S PACKED, 
THEY HAVE 
TO MEASURE 
QUICKLY, BUT IF 
IT'S TOO QUICK, 
THEY GET IN 
TROUBLE FOR 
NOT TAKING 
ACCURATE 
READINGS. 
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DISASTER, 


WERE 


GRISLY 


COWS THAT 


STARVATION 


...BUT THE 
ONES LIVING 
THERE 
NOW LOOK 
STURDY- 
STRONG 
AND 

HEALTHY, 

EVEN. 


SAME GOES 
FOR THE 
OTHER 
FLORA AND 
FAUNA. LIFE 
IS HARDY 
AND FREE, 
EVEN IN THIS 
RESTRICTED 
ZONE. 


THIS ONE 


HAS NO 


SEE? 


INDIVIDUAL 


NO EAR 




















































WE'LL 
CONTINUE 
DRIVING 
THIS ROAD 
UP TO ICHI-F 
TOMORROW, 
AND HOWEVER 
LONS IT TAKES 
AFTER THAT. 



Sign: Let all our hearts be one 1 Fukushima 


MAYBE WE 
WON'T STILL 
BE ALIVE TO 
SEE IT FOR 
OURSELVES... 


...BUT OUR 
MISSION WILL 
CONTINUE 
UNTIL THE 
DAY WE'VE 
ERASED THIS 
WORKPLACE 
FROM 

FUKUSHIMA. 


[CHAPJERIOBEND] 




































Chapter 0: "Stay Safe!" was originally the winner of 
the 34th Manga Open Grand Prize, and ran in Morning 
issue 44, 2013, under the title, "Ichi-F: An Interior Guide 
to the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant." 





THE 

GOVERNMENT 
MAY HAVE 
ANNOUNCED 
THAT THEY 
WOULD GET 
IT UNDER 
CONTROL, 
BUT OF 
COURSE IT'S 
NOT UNDER 
CONTROL. 
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Sign: Okuma Avenue, Okuma Town Flower: The Pear Blossom 
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"Radiation hormesis: the hypothesis that low doses of radiation induce healthy body processes. 


CHAPTER 1 - END 






























THIS STATION WENT OUT OF SERVICE DUE TO THE GREAT EAST JAPAN 
EARTHQUAKE. AS OF MARCH 2014, IT IS STILL OFFLINE. BUT JR EAST IS 
WORKING HARD TO RESUME SERVICE FROM HIRONO TO TATSUTA THIS YEAR. 
THIS STATION IS THE SOURCE OF THE PEN NAME, "KAZUTO TATSUTA." BY THE 
WAY, THE STATIONS STILL CLOSED IN THE FORMER RESTRICTED ZONE ARE, 
FROM THE SOUTH GOING UPWARD, KIDO STATION, TATSUTA STATION. TOMIOKA 
STATION, YONOMORI STATION, ONO STATION, FUTABA STATION, NAMIE STATION, 
MOMOUCHI STATION. ODAKA STATION. AND IWAKI-OTA STATION. OUT OF THOSE. 
THE RECONFIGURING OF THE RESTRICTED ZONE MEANS THAT SEVEN OF THOSE 
(ASIDE FROM YONOMORI, ONO, AND FUTABA) ARE NOW ACCESSIBLE AGAIN. 


AFTER THE ZONE RECONFIGURATION, 
WHEN KAZUTO TATSUTA FIRST 
VISITED THE STATION, THERE WERE 
STILL WANTED POSTERS UP FOR AUM 
SHINRIKYO'S MAKOTO HIRATA. THIS 
WAS MANY MONTHS AFTER HE HAD 
ALREADY BEEN APPREHENDED, SO 
IT FELT LIKE TIME HAD STOPPED AT 
THE STATION. 































PI 

WORKING 
AT IOHI-F, 
PEOPLE 
OFTEN 
ASK 
YOU... 

V.L.. \ \> 7T-ST---V ^ 
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Headline: 10,000 millisieverts 



Headline: Worker Dies! Radiation 


Headline: 100 quadrillion becquerels 




YES, THE 

| ...TO BE 

WORK AT 

r VERY 

ICHI-F IS 

^ WORRIED . 

10 ABOUT ' 

DIFFICULT 

ME. y 



'V 





































































































THERE 
ARE FOUR 
DIFFERENT 
RINDS OF 
MASKS FROM 
THREE MANU¬ 
FACTURERS. 
THEY LOOK 
DIFFERENT, 
BUT WORK 
THE SAME. 






























































































































67 



































































68 














































THEY FORCED ALL OF 

KAWAUCHI TO EVACUATE FEWER THAN 

AT FIRST, BUT NOW HALF HAVE 

THEY'RE ALLOWING THE DONE SO. 

RESIDENTS TO RETURN. 

lilss/ 

r* ns 

Jgg # 

§J|I 

^| ilBffifTpSSU 




Sign: Don't give up, Kawauchi! 




















































The plastic sheets over the roofs damaged by the quake are still left there 
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Carton: Rakuou Cafe Au Lait 

























































































































































IF YOU'RE 
SERIOUSLY 
SOARED OF IT, 
THEN SHOW 
THAT YOU'RE 
SERIOUS- 
STUDY IT! 


LISTEN 
TOME: 
DON'T MESS 
AROUND WITH 
RADIATION. 
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LIFE AT 
ICHI-F 
CROSS- 
SECTION 
(PART 1) 



We use trucks for large cargo like 
welding machines 


(Perhaps they were'cont aminated b y~^ 
the meltdown and can't bFtaken^oi ” 
of 1-F anymore?) 
















































IN CHAPTER 2, MR. ONO SAYS "THERE'S 
NOTHING [HE] CAN DO ABOUT" HIS HOME 
IN OKUMA. HE REFERS TO THE RADIATION, 
OF COURSE, BUT NOT JUST THAT. MANY 
WORKERS WHO WERE ALLOWED TO 
TEMPORARILY VISIT THEIR HOMES IN THE 
RESTRICTED ZONES FOUND THEY HAD BEEN 
SOILED BY WILD ANIMALS. 


AND NOT JUST 
ANIMALS — 
MANY WERE 
OVERRUN WITH 
PLANTS, TOO. 
NATURE CAN 
BE FIERCE 
TO HUMAN 
HABITATS WITH 
NO RESIDENTS 
ANYMORE. 













CHAPTER 3: 

HELLO 
WORK, 2011 


















MR. 

TSURUMI 
IS 59, 
WITH A 
FAMILY 
AND 
GRAND- 
KIDS IN 
KANA- 
GAWA. 


YOU'RE 

HOME 

LATE 

TODAY. 


FIGURES. 
YOU GUYS 
GET SENT 
TO THE 
REAL HOT 
(IRRADIATED) 
AREAS. 




MR. TAMANA 
IS 52, FROM 
KUMAMOTO. 
HE WAS 
A PUBLIC 
EMPLOYEE 
BEFORE 
THIS. 



WE WERE 
HIRED BY 
THE SAME 
COMPANY AND 
ORIGINALLY 
WORKED 
TOGETHER... 


•Local chain supermarket 























































































Sign: Employment Service Center 




























































Top Bar Search Menu 



Selecting Fukushima Prefecture 


AT FIRST I 
LOOKED FOR 
LIVE-IN 
CLEANUP 
JOBS, SUCH 
AS REMOVINS 
TSUNAMI 
WRECKAGE, 
BUT THE 
LISTINSS WERE 
SURPRISINGLY 
SCARCE. 

1 

IT SEEMED 
THERE 
WASN'T ANY 
HOUSINS 

FOR 

WORKERS, 

BECAUSE 

ALL THE 
CLEANUP 
JOBS 

WERE BY 
COMMUTE. 


U 






















































































































Fukui has many companies in the nuclear industry 
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) It's almost Golden Week, a weeklong holiday in the spring 



































































we re off I 

SsCl TO THE | ^ 
HOSPITAL. 

Sfit’ 

i00 A WHAT? 

yof 1^1 

lr 

// i 





IONIZING 

RAPIATION 

HEALTH 

EXAMINA¬ 

TION 

THIS IS AN 
EXAM THAT 
ANY WORKER 
INVOLVED 
IN HIGH- 
EXPOSURE 
JOBS OR 
OTHERWISE 
SOINS 
INTO THE 
RADIATION 
MANASEMENT 
ZONE 

MUST TAKE 
RESULARLY. 



ON TOP OF 
TAKING HEIGHT, 
WEIGHT, BLOOD 
PRESSURE, 
BLOOD TYPE, 
URINALYSIS, 
AND CHEST 
X-RAYS, THEY 
ALSO EXAMINE 
THE EYES AND 
SKIN TO FIND 
CATARACTS 
OR RADIATION 
DERMATITIS. 
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HOSPITAL 
AMONG 
NORMAL 
PATIENTS, 
AND ITS 
OVER 
QUICKLY. 


RUMORS THAT 
THEY TWEAK 
IT TO LOOK 
LOWER. 




KUROMORI 
CONSTRUCTION 
IS A GENERAL 
CONTRACTOR 
IN KORIYAMA, 
AND THEY 
LATCHED ONTO 
CLEANUP WORK 
AT ICHI-F AFTER 
THE NUCLEAR 
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You see these signs here and there 
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hear some companies even make you pay this 















































































































































Sign: Lights ou 
Manage your own valuables! 


Sign: No smoking in bed! 
Make sure the gas is off! 
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BUT A WEEK 
PASSED, AND 
THERE WAS NO 
INDICATION OF 
WORK COMINS. 



^ -- ---- - 
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*Backhoes come in one of two general lever control systems: JIS pattern or Komatsu pattern 







WE'VE GOTTA 
MEET THE 
CONTRACTING 
COMPANY 
TOMORROW! 
MOVE, MOVE, 
MOVE! 
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THIS 
IS YOUR 
HOUSINS 
HERE. 


A ONE- 
STORY 
PLACE WITH 
THREE 
ROOMS AND 
A KITCHEN. 
WE HAD 
OVER TEN 
CRAMMED 
IN HERE 
WHEN 
IT WAS 
BUSIEST, 
TOO. 


Sign, Vonomori Engineering 
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Handbook: Tatsuta, Kazuto Radiation Control Handbook 
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Iwaki's bicycle racetrack was a base for disaster supplies, but as of June 2011, it was open again. 
























































































Slide: Radiation, Safety 



AT J-VILLAGE'S 
LECTURE HALL, 
WE HAD A DAY¬ 
LONG COURSE 
ABOUT RADIATION 
PROTECTION, 
SEPARATED INTO 
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IDs: Tokyo Electric WID (1-F) ; Tatsuta, Kazuto 



FINDING MY 
JOB THROUGH 
THE HELLO 
WORK SERVICE 
WAS A VERY 
ROUNDABOUT 
WAY TO GET 
HERE, BUT THE 
EXPERIENCES 
WERE 

INTERESTING. 
I'M GRATEFUL 
THAT THEY 
HELPED ME 
REACH ICHI-F. 



I FERVENTLY 
HOPE THAT THE 
CONDITIONS FOR 
WORKERS AT 
ICHI-F CONTINUE 
TO IMPROVE, NO 
MATTER WHAT 
ROUTE THEY 
TOOK! 


jm 


Sign, Hello Work Employment Service Center 


CHAPTER 3 - END 




















































I'M GOINS TO 
DESCRIBE A 
DAY IN THAT 
MIDSUMMER 
PERIOD I 
SPENT AS A 
"REST AREA 
MANAGER." 
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THERE'S JUST 
TOO MANY 
PEOPLE IN 
SUCH A SMALL 
HOUSEFOR 
THIS TO WORK 
ASA PORM. 















































































































IT'S PRACTICALLY A 
NECESSITY TO SET 
PLENTY OF WATER 
ANP SOPIUM IN 
PREPARATION FOR 
THE JOB. THESE 
SOUR PRIEP 
PLUMS WILL PO 
THE TRICK. 
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Label: Dried Plums 































































IN MY GROUP 
ARE THESE 
TWO FELLOWS 
AGAIN FROM 
OUR TIME IN 
KORIYAMA... 


...AND 
THESE 
TWO SUYS 
WHICH 
MAKES US 
FIVE. 


EVERYBODY 
GOT ALL 
THEIR 
STUFF? 


DO YOU 
HAVE 
YOUR ID 
CARD AND 
GLASS 
BADGE? 


Just worried about myself 
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Sign: Yakiniku, Keishu 




































































Ill 









































































This is a guard from the security company 


These are nationwide riot police units who came to help 









































































































































































24-packs of 500 ml bottles 
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Sign: Tateshiba #2, Rest Area -| ■) g 




































































































1 By Ichi-F standards, of course 


BY THE WAY, THE 
REST AREA READINGS 
DIFFER DEPENDING 
ON THE SPOT, 

BUT GENERALLY 
BETWEEN 3.0 AND 
5.5 MIGROSIEVERTS, 
AND WE DON'T GET 
OUTLIER READINGS 
ON SMEARS OR DUST. 
IT'S A GLEAN LOW- 
RAD ENVIRONMENT. 




Radiation-absorbing sheets come in stacks that must be separated one-by-one v 































































IT INVOLVES 
HEAVY LIFTING 
OUTDOORS 
AND LOTS OF 
SWEAT, SO 
WE NEED TO 
CHANGE INTO 
OUR WORK 
UNDERWEAR 
FOR THIS. 


30 " 






Sign: Watch your head 
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AT THE TIME, 
UNDERWEAR 
AND C APS WERE 
DISPOSABLE, 
BUT AT NEARBY 
2-F, THEY'VE 
BEEN REUSING 
THE CLOTHINS 
SINGE THEIR 
LAUNDRY 
FACILITIES 
GAME BACK. 
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LATER, IN 2013, 
THEY STARTED 
LISINS SUITS 

T ' V- 

A 

PATCHES ON 
: THE CHEST, 

WHICH MADE 
THE PHYSICAL 
TOUCH-CHECK 
UNNECESSARY. 

1 

liSl 



to 


Sign: Watch your head 






Sign: Watch your head Sign: Cotton gloves 















































































BECAUSE THE 
HISH-PRESSURE 
AIR ALWAYS 
FLOWS FROM 
THE BACK TO 
THE FRONT, 
ANYONE LOCATED 
DOWNWIND CAN 
TELL WHAT THE 
OTHERS ARE 
EATINS. 






































































TATESHIBA SECOND REST AREA LAYOUT MAP 


Please use this for reference when reading. 










































































































































































A BOOKLET ISSUED TO THOSE WORKING IN RADIATION CONTROL 
ZONES. SUCH AS NUCLEAR POWER FACILITIES. IT CONTAINS A RECORD 
OF ONE'S RADIATION EXAM. SAFETY EDUCATION. WORK PERIOD. AND 
EMPLOYER. AS WELL AS ONE'S EXPOSURE HISTORY. IT'S THE SAME 
SIZE AS A DEPOSIT BOOK FROM A BANK. LIKE DEPOSITS. EXPOSURE 
AMOUNTS ADD UP OVER TIME, ONLY WITHOUT THE WITHDRAWALS 
AND INTEREST. THEY'RE ISSUED TO INDIVIDUAL WORKERS, BUT IN 
ORDER TO RECORD THE MONTHLY EXPOSURE AMOUNT AS MEASURED 
BY ONE'S GLASS BADGE. THE PRIMARY CONTRACTOR HOLDS ONTO THE 
HANDBOOK. ONLY RETURNING IT WHEN ONE QUITS THEIR SERVICE. 


THE WORKER ID AND BARCODE 
MUST BE HANDED IN, SO THE 
ONLY RECORD OF ONE'S WORK 
THERE IS THIS HANDBOOK. 
INCIDENTALLY, THE WORKER ID 
CONTAINS A HOLOGRAM, SO IT 
CAN'T BE COUNTERFEITED WITH 
A COLOR COPIER. 






















































































































It's a Tateshiba rule to clean returning masks with wet wipes 





Sign: Watch your head Sign: Watch your head 
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We called this "Pocari," but I don't know if the contents are actually that product. It tasted the same, though. 
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Carton: Cafe Au Lait 


































































THERE'S A 
TOILET IN 
THIS REST 
AREA, BUT 
WITHOUT 
FLOWING 
WATER, 

YOU HAVE 

TO GLEAN 

UP YOUR 
OWN MESS, 


m,\ 

THE REG 
GENTER 

HAS 

RUNNING 
WATER FOR 
THE TOILET, 
BUT THE 
BIGGEST 
REASON 
YOU'D GO 

SO MOST 



TO THE 

PREFER 



TROUBLE 

TO HANDLE 


ViV 

OF 

BUSINESS 



WEARING 

AT THE REG 

< 

p 

THE MASKS 

GENTER 

BUILDING. 

,J i JJ)j 

IS... 


k'r 

n i 1 v n 




137 

































































Bags: Tateshiba Rest Area 





Sign (upside down): Check once more 
APD is equipped! 
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Sign: When you're done, set up the next bag! 
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THE SWEAT 
THAT BUILDS 
UP IN THE 
GLOVES 
SPRAYS OUT 
AND HITS YOU 
IN THE FACE 
SOMETIMES. 
THIS 

WORKPLACE 
IS LITERALLY 
COVERED IN 
MALE SWEAT. 


It's not even as cool as that sounds <- 


1 


...THAT IT 

IN FACT, ( / 
SOME [ 

PEOPLES' ’ 
SLOVES , 
ARE SO X 

IJJ 

AUDIBLY 
SPILLS 
INTO 
THE BAS 
WHEN 

SWEAT... I i 

(A 

ki A 

DUMP 

THEM. 












































Sign: Watch your head 
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Bottle: Oral Fluid Replenishment OS- 
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Being in the SDF meant he had many licenses (large vehicle. EMI, etc.) 





H \ 


EVERYONE HAS 
THEIR REASONS 
FOR BEINS HERE. 
AND THE JOB 
WOULDN'T SET 
DONE IF NOT FOR 
FOOLS LIKE US. 







































































































































150 It's so hot, you get irrationally angry (though it is important to procure stable power soon) 






































































































NORMALLY 
THIS SETS 
DONE WHEN 
EVERYONE 
IS SOINS 
HOME, BUT AT 
THIS POINT, 
YOU COULD 
"SHORTCUT" 
THE SYSTEM 
BY RUNNINS 
THE TEST 
AHEAD OF 
TIME, WHEN 
WE HAD 
ABOUT TWO 
HOURS OF 
DOWNTIME. 



LATER, WHEN 
THEY SHRANK 
THE RESTRICTED 
ZONE, THEY 
CRACKED DOWN 
AND FORCED 
VEHICLES TO SO 
FROM SURVEY 
DIRECTLY OUT OF 
THE PLANT, SO 
THIS SHORTCUT 
NO LONSER 
WORKS. 


Certificate: Measurement complete 
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Sometimes we play other games 
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You feel victorious being the lowest, for some reason 
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mm 




THEY 

COLLECT THE 
CONTAMINA¬ 
TION TEST 
RESULT AND 
MAGNETIC 
CERTIFICATE 
STUCK TO 
THE DOOR. 













































































































































































Overhead unit 


; down 




SOME HOSPITALS 
HAVE TYPES OF 
THIS DEVICE 
THAT MEASURE 
INTERNAL 
RADIATION 
EXPOSURE, BUT 
UNLIKE A WBC 
CWHOLE-BODY 
COUNTER), THIS 
ONLY MEASURES 
SURFACE 
CONTAMINATION. 
IT DOES NOT 
ACTUALLY 
SIVE INTERNAL 
READINSS. 




































































































































For some reason, they print a little face emoji —(=V§)—! 


AN A PC'S 
ALARM WILL GO 
OFF BEFORE 
IT REACHES 
10 HOURS OF 
ACTIVATION 
TIME, BUT SOME 
SUBCONTRACTORS 
MASTERED THE 
SHADY ART OF 
RETURNING IT AND 
BORROWING A 
NEW ONE TO GET 
AROUND THIS. 



UNFORTUNATELYC?) 
THE COMPANY I 
WORKED FOR WAS NOT 
THIS SKETCHY, SO I 
DON'T KNOW EXACTLY 
HOW THEY PULLED 
THESE SHENANIGANS 
OFF, BUT TO THE 
COMPANIES THAT TAKE 
THIS SERIOUSLY, IT'S A 
PAIN IN THE ASS. 


We take a different car back from the one we drove to and from Ichi-F 
















































































RIGHT NOW THIS TRAIN STATION IS OPEN AGAIN, BUT IT 
WAS OFF-LIMITS UNTIL MARCH 31, 2013, SO THE EFFECTS 
OF THE EARTHQUAKE ARE STILL QUITE VISIBLE. THE STATION 
BUILDING WAS WASHED AWAY BY THE TSUNAMI, AND WEEDS 
COVER THE TRACKS. THE ROADS HAVE BEEN CLEARED BECAUSE 
PEOPLE ARE ALLOWED TO TEMPORARILY RETURN HOME, BUT 
THE STORES AND HOTELS AROUND THE STATION ARE STILL IN 
A DESTROYED STATE. THE TOWN OF TOMIOKA, LIKE OTHERS, 
IS STILL STUCK IN TIME SINCE MARCH 2011. 


AT PRESENT. TOMIOKA 
STATION AT LEAST 
HAS A TEMPORARY 
BATHROOM, UNLIKE 
TATSUTA WHEN THE 
AUTHOR FIRST VISITED. 
TATSUTA BELIEVES THIS 
WAS SET UP BECAUSE OF 
THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
COMING TO VIEW THE 
QUAKE DEVASTATION. 





















CHAPTER 6 


SINCE I 
CAME BACK 
FROM ICHI-F 
ANP BESAN 
PUBLISHING 
THIS COMIC, 
I'VE HAP 
A NUMBER 
OF MEPIA 
INTERVIEWS, 
WHICH ARE 
PEFINITELY 
NOT MY 
FORTE. 


X ALWAYS SET 
ASKEP, “WHAT PIP 
YOU FEEL WHEN 
YOU FIRST WENT 
TO JV OR 1-F?* 
BUT IT'S NOT A 
QUESTION THAT 
I CAN ANSWER 
WITH A SIMPLE 
SOUNPBITE. 


Sign: Cafe Renoir 


Sign, Cafe Renoir 


...ANP 

THAT'S 

WHAT 


PEOPLE 
OFTEN ASK 
ME, “WAS 
IT SCARY?" 
BUT... 


I SEE 


THANK 


rim YOU 


SAY 


im. TOKYO 


1 

§- 

1 

I 

s 

! 

i 

% 

\ 









































































THIS 


COURSE, 


SEPARATED 


INTO a 


EDUCATION 


AND b 


EDUCATION, 


WAS MY 


FIRST VISIT 


TO JV. 


™w 


THE FIRST 
PAY WAS THE 
“RADIATION 
MANAGEMENT 
EDUCATION" 
DAY. EVERYONE 
GOING TO 
A NUCLEAR 
PLANT HAS TO 
TAKE THIS. 
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Sign: Watch for cows 



• Lj 



...IS THE WALL 
OF LETTERS 
ANP PAPER 
CRANES 
FROM ALL 
OVER THE 
NATION. 


Vrr 



Banner: Do your best with courage and hope, for the sake of a brighter 
future for Japan! Please understand now grateful we all are! 
Saitama City Tsuchiai Middle School 1-8 


Small banner: To all the workers at Fukushima Daiichi 163 
THANK YOU 
Do your best today 










































Vertical Sign: Onominami Middle School 


Top Sign: To all the workers at Fukushima Daiichi 















































jjjjlfri \frlX. 

ALL THE i 

Igfe J||g 

STUDENTS ; 
ARE 

MIDDLE- : 
ASED 

MEN OR = 
OLDER. 

4 

BeIISK 



THE MORNINS V 
COURSE COVERS 
BASIC INFORMATION 
ON RADIATION. 
THE AFTERNOON 
"b" COURSE IS 
MORE PRACTICAL 
INFORMATION ON 
THE RESTRICTED 
ZONE AND ENTRY/ 
EXIT PROCEDURES. 


WE START 
FROM THE 
TOPIC OF 
ALPHA 
AND BETA 
RAYS. 


HOWEVER, 
THERE IS 
A TEST AT 
THE END 
OF EACH 
COURSE, 
SO I DID 
LISTEN 
INTENTLY. 
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THEY'D 
BE A BIT 
MORE 
STUFFY 
THAN 
THIS. 


AND 

NOW YOU 
BREATHE 
IN TO MAKE 
SURE IT 
STICKS TO 
FACE, 
RISHT? 


First time trying the air leak check 
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The model gear in the textbook was from Kashiwazaki-Kariwa NPP 



It's like a superhero outfit, very cool! 


BUT 
THINGS ARE 
CURRENTLY 
DIFFERENT 
AT ICHI-F, 
SO JUST 
CONSIDER 
THESE A 
GENERAL 
GUIDELINE. 





OTHER POWER ) 

PLANTS ARE ONE ■ 

THE 

INSTRUC¬ 
TOR HAD 


THINS, BUT THEY ■ 
SHOULP REALLY ■ 



TO MAKE 


SIVE THE INCOMINS W 


A DIS¬ 
CLAIMER. 


ICHI-F WORKERS H 
LESSONS BASER 

ON THE ACTUAL 1 




CONPITIONS ANP 
EXPOSURE LEVELS / C 




WE'LL BE FACING. 





r Ifh 



-1-Z..\^ 


THIS 
MIGHT 
HAVE 
CHANGED 
SINCE I 
TOOK THE 
COURSE. 
Cl ONLY 
HAD TO 
UNDERGO 
TRAINING 
THE ONE 
TIME.) 



ANYWAY, WE 
ALL PASSED 
THE FINAL TEST 
WITH FLYING 
COLORS. CIN 
FACT, THEY 
DON'T FAIL 
ANYONE.) 


I won't repeat any questions, since they reuse 
so if you're going to take the test, don’t worry! 


but they're super easy, 

















































MOVING 
AWAY 
FROM THE 
RADIATION¬ 
ABSORBING 
FLORA AND 
PUTTING 
SHIELDING 
METAL ON 
THE GROUND 
AT LEAST 
MINIMIZES 
THE AMBIENT 
RADIATION. 


Just sit still for two minutes wearing only a shirt 





/v\y T- xAN// 
(\/ A 

BY MEASURING 

THE BODY'S 
LEVEL OF 
RADIOACTIVITY 
BEFORE 
WORKING AND 
COMPARING IT 

TO THE LEVELS 
AFTER A FEW 
MONTHS, YOU 

GAIN AN IDEA OF 
THE PRESENCE 

Xy L / 

OF RADIATION AT 

fy 

THE WORK SITE. 

-. T 




HOWEVER, 
THERE ARE URBAN 
LEGENDS THAT THE 
WBCsATJV ARE 
“TWEAKED TO GIVE 
LOWER NUMBERS," 
AND “THE SAME 
PERSON MEASURED 
AT A DIFFERENT 
PLANT'S WBC 
GOT WAY HIGHER 
NUMBERS." 


168 | learned the answer to this through personal experience—look forward to that scenel 


Circle, (Certified) 



























































































Gray Dosimeter: Tatsuta, Kazuto 


Badge: 1-F Plant 
Shibahama Technol Fukushima 
Tatsuta, Kazuto 



Everything goes around your neck (plus license, for the driver) 

























































































In June 2012, everything past JV was the restricted zone, but later In August, they opened up the town 



At the time of this writing (March 2014) part of Tomioka is open, but you can't get this far 
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WE PUT 
ON OUR 
FULL MASKS 
BEFORE SOINS 
INTO ISHI-F, 
BUT DUE TO 
THE RAIN, IT 
WASN'T AS 
HORRIBLY 
MUSSY AS IT 
WOULD SET 
LATER. 


FIRST 


TIME 



AHA! 

WE'RE 

FINALLY 

HERE! 


I SET THIS 
QUESTION A LOT, 
BUT IN OUR CASE, 
IT WAS MORE 
OF A SENSE OF 
SATISFACTION THAT 
WE'P FINALLY MADE 
IT AFTER SUCH A 
LONS WAIT. 










































































































































assumed there would be a bunch of pub 


WE HEAD TO THE 
1 REC CENTER REST 
3 AREA TO PRACTICE 
MEASURING RAD 
LEVELS. 


the floor (sometimes there are) 

' *frt8f 
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PERHAPS 
THIS SIGHT 
OUGHT TO BE 
MY ANSWER 
WHENEVER 
I GET 
ASKED THE 
QUESTION, 
“WHAT DO YOU 
REMEMBER 
MOST ABOUT 
YOUR FIRST 
DAY AT 
IGHI-F?" 


2K 
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IT'S VERY 
OBVIOUS 
WHEN YOU 
THINK ABOUT 
IT, BUT ONCE 
X SAW IT WITH 
MY OWN EYES, 
I REALIZED 
JUST HOW 
BIS THE SAP 
WAS BETWEEN 
REALITY AND 
THE IMASINED 
SITUATION 
FROM THE 
OUTSIDE. 


wxmmi 



IN MOST CASES, 
THE CONDITIONS 
AT ICHI-F WERE A 
PLEASANT SURPRISE 
TO ME. (WHICH 
PROBABLY TELLS 
YOU HOW MUCH 
THE BAD IMASE IS 
SPREADINSOUT OF 
CONTROL...) 
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*The Unit 1-2 stack contains some extremely high radiation levels at its base. It's very dangerous. 





















































' Loves classic folk songs 



Ohh 


how lonely 


she looks / 


walk- 


ing along 


luithout ai 


umbrella.. 


FOR SOME 
REASON, THERE'S 
BEEN A MASAYUKI 
YUHARA C.V STUOK 
IN THIS OAR'S 
PLAYER FOREVER. 
WE LISTEN TO THE 
SONSS ENDLESSLY 
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SO THE 

IMPRESSION I WAS 
LEFT WITH AFTER 
MY FIRST DAY AT 
ICHI-F IS VERY 
CLOSELY TIED TO 
THE AMBIENCE 
CREATED BY THE 
RAIN AND THIS 
SORROWFUL SONS. 
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— 

, Sowfel 
Ipgrra 

oontTnuesi 

1 TODAV^Ul 


MEMORY : 
OF THE/ 
DISTANT . 
PAST.../ 


' '-A' 

=The contaiiieroverUnit 4 in 201‘i AAA 
r^They’re extracting fuel now! i— 


CHAPTER 6 - END 
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EXTRA STORY: IWAKI'S WORKING POOR 




OKAY, 
I'LL 
HAND 
OVER 
YOUR 
PAY. 
LET'S 
DO THIS 
ONE AT 
A TIME. 
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Columns: Work Shifts; Base Pay, Other Pay; Employment Insurance; Total Minus Cost 


Sheet: Kazuto Tatsuta (May) 

.. Koriyama: Housing = 12,000, Meals = 9,100 

Thankfully, they did cut us a deal on housing. Thanks! | waki: Housing 8d (S00) = 4,000, Meals 6 (350) = 2,100 
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Mm 


Sign: Toho Bank 
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SO YOU SEE, 
WE'RE NOT 
ONLY HELPINS 
THE CLEANUP 
EFFORT, 
WE'RE ALSO 


TRUE, 

I WOULDN'T 
WANT TO 
LEAVE A FEW 
10 , 000 - 
YEN BILLS 
UNSUPERVISED 
IN THAT PLACE. 


BUT WE 
DID JUST 
SET PAID, 


ALL RIGHT, HOP 
IN! I'LL SO AND 
MULTIPLY MY 
CASH AT THE 
RACETRACK! 


THIS IS 
WHAT 
HAPPENS 
WHEN YOU 
SIVE CASH 
TO SUYS 
LIKE US. 


Sign: Hang in there, IwakM! 



















































TRANSLATION NOTES, PART 1 


MiKOTO HIRATA, PAGE 60 


A fugitive of the infamous Aum Shinrikyo 
cult that was responsible for the sarin 
gas attack on a Tokyo subway in 1995. 
While nearly 200 members of the cult 
have been apprehended and brought to 
trial, a trio managed to stay at large for 
many years, and were often featured 
on wanted posters nationwide. One of 
the three, Hirata, caused a stir when he 
turned himself in to police on New Year's 
Eve 2011, just minutes before 2012 began. 



AFTER THE ZONE RECONFIGURATION, 
WHEN KAZUTO TATSUTA FIRST 
VISITED THE STATION, THERE WERE 
STILL WANTED POSTERS UP FOR AUM 
SHINRIKYO'S MAK0T0 HIRATA. THIS 
WAS MANY MONTHS AFTER HE HAD 
ALREADY BEEN APPREHENDED, SO 
IT FELT LIKE TIME HAD STOPPED AT 
THE STATION. 



THE "MONEY" SIGN, PAGE 83 

You may notice that some of the characters make a little 
circle with their thumb and forefinger when discussing 
financial matters. This is the colloquial Japanese sign for 
money, the equivalent of rubbing one's fingers together. 
It's implicitly understood; in these cases the characters 
don't explicitly say "money" in the original Japanese, 
but merely refer to it as "this" in reference to the hand 
gesture (e.g. "my job's going to make me a lot of this!"). 


GOLDEN WEEK, PAGE 87 

A customary vacation week in the first week of 
May, due to the cluster of a number of official 
holidays, including Constitution Memorial Day, 
Children's Day, and the Emperor's Birthday 
for Emperor Showa (who reigned from 1926- 
1989). Because the holidays are so close, the 
custom of going ahead and taking the entire 
week made Golden Week become a de facto 
weeklong holiday for many businesses. 

















PACHINKO, PAGE 101 

A uniquely Japanese 
form of gambling 
that is similar to 
playing a vertical 
pinball machine, only 
using much smaller 
balls that are closer 
to ball bearings. Many 
modern pachinko 
machines are actually 
"pachi-slots" that 

function as slot machines when the balls are guided to trigger spots that then spin the slots. The payout is 
more balls; these balls are then exchanged for a relatively meaningless trinket that can then be exchanged 
for cash at a nearby storefront run by the pachinko parlor (in all but name), thus circumventing the anti¬ 
gambling laws. 



POCARI, PAGE 136 

A popular, everpresent sports beverage in Japan, known by the slightly alarming name (to English speakers) 
"Pocari Sweat." The cloudy white drink, which is said to replenish electrolytes, has a very mild citrus flavor 
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it ms 

SUCH A 
VISIBLE 
LANDMARK 
THAT/TS 
REMOVAL 
REALLY 
SIVES YOU 
A SENSE OF 
PROSRESS. 


AS THE 
REMOVAL OF 
DEBRIS CONTINUED 
AT UNIT A, THEY 
WERE ABLE TO 
USE A CRANE TO 
PULL OUT THE 
CONTAINMENT LID 
ON AUGUST 10TH, 
LEAVING ONLY 
THE PRESSURE 
VESSEL CRPV) 
LID LEFT. 


Only Reactor Pressure Vessel 
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RESIDENTS OF,--—, 
ft'WAKI WHO LOST^^° p S J £ °£™| e 
.THEIR HOMES IN f T q evaIuATE DUE 


"5=5 MANY- 
& RESIDENTS 
|OF ADJACENT- 
^TOWNS LIKE* 
IHIRONOUK, 
DECIDED TO^r 


PACK UP AND 


.THERE'S JUST^T 

- iT^mc NOT; EN0145H 

“worker!uke^ housins fob ; 

'- nc-'^ALL-OF.THEM/i 
US, COMING IN cncAiKt iw J 

FROM ALL" OVER 



“fegBaBS 







BUT THE 
WORST 
PART IS 
THAT SOME 
OF THE 
LANDLORDS 
ARE 
AFRAID 
THAT THE 
PEOPLE 
WORKING 
AT ICHI-F 
AND 
SIMILAR 
AREAS 
WILL 

ACTUALLY 
CONTAM¬ 
INATE THEIR 
PROPERTY. 


TJKK 
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BUT 
SOME 
PEOPLE 
DO SAY 
THAT 

THERE'S A 
SREATER- 
THAN- 
ZERO 
CHANCE 
OF 

CONTAM¬ 

INATION, 


I DON'T 
THINK ABOUT 
IT AT ALL ON 
A RESULAR 
BASIS, BUT 
EXPERIENCES 
LIKE THIS 
ARE A HARSH 
REMINDER 
THAT SOME 
SEE US 
AS DIRTY, 
TAINTED. 


ns 




1 

I'M NOT 

COINS TO 

PULL THE 
"WE'RE 

DOINS 

THIS FOR 
FUKUSHIMA" , 
CARD, BUT... / 

i 

5 YEAH, 

I'M TRYINS 

TO MAKE A 
’ SOODLIVINS, 
BUT EVEN 
STILL, THIS 
j IS PRETTY 

11 SAD- / 

jr 

; 

’A 

i V 


vP 

s 
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JV'S OPEN 
24 HOURS A DAY 
AND IT'S SOT 
BATHROOMS. 
FOR BATHINS, 
THERE'S THE 
YUMOTO HOT 
SPRINSS. 


IF I 

SAN SET 
A HISH- 
EXPOSURE 
I SAN 
INTO 
DE8T... 




Sadly, I never ended up needing his help 
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There are some hidden spots that cost just 100 yen that only locals 
know about. The water's amazing! 













































so 

AUGUST 
GONSISTEP 
OF WORK 
AT IflHI-F 
STARTING IN 
THE EARLY 
MORNING, 
THEN HOUSE¬ 
HUNTING IN THE 
AFTERNOON. 


tet4. 
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Already know most of these businesses 
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Two bedrooms (120 and 80 sq. feet), separate bath and toilet 
































WELL, YOU 
CAME FROM 
SO FAR AWAY 
TO WORK HERE. 
I CAN'T STAND 
THE THOUGHT 
OF YOU LEAVING 
WITH A BAD 
TASTE IN YOUR 
MOUTH. 



WE DON'T 
WANT ANYONE 
THINKING THE 
PEOPLE OF 
FUKUSHIMA 
ARE COLD AND 
UNCARING. 



CHAIN 

RESTAURANT, 
X VIVIDLY 
REMEMBER 
THIS PORK 
CUTLET 
BEING THE 
BEST I'VE 
EVER 
EATEN. 
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SO AROUND 
LATE AUGUST, 

! THREE MEN 
FROM THEIR 
LATE 40s 

TO SOS... 

Mi 

r l^ 

1 

...BESAN LIVINS j 
TOGETHER IN AN ' 
APARTMENT 

WITH SLOPING „ 

FLOORS, NO * 

SLIDING PAPER- 1 
SCREEN DOOR, 

AND NO CURTAINS. 

(BUT WE DID 

HAVE A SCREEN!) r 


rl : mmwmmr &■ 


Visible from outside (especially at night) 
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WE ALWAYS 
SEE EACH 
OTHER 
WEARING 
FULL MASKS, 
SO WE DON'T 
ACTUALLY SET 
TO SEE EACH 
OTHERS' 
FACES. 
CWHAT ARE 
WE, MASKED 
WRESTLERS?) 
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CHAPTER 7-END 

























CHAPTER 8 
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TEPCO reported this on the news when I got back home 


; THE TRUTH 

1 WAS THAT AN 
, UNMANNED 
; CONSTRUC- 
1 TION 

! MACHINE 
$ ACCIDENT- 
' ALLY 

DROPPED 
SOME 
RUBBLE 
INTO THE 
! FUEL POOL 

I WHILE 

1 CLEARING 

1 IT OUT. 

PiSePj 

>j. 

n 

SINCE 

IT 

WAS 

UN¬ 

MANN¬ 

ED, 

NO 

ONE 

WAS 

HURT. 


IT'S HARP \ 

ENOUGH FOR US 

IN HERE; IT'S NO 

WONDER THAT / 

FALSE RUMORS RV v \"\W 
AND STORIES 

SPREAD 

IT'S 

DIFFICULT 

TO SET AN 
ACCURATE 
PICTURE OF , 
CONDITIONS ; 
OUTSIDE OF ' 
YOUR OWN | 
STATION, ; 
EVEN AT c 
THE SAME i 
PLANT. 






(Please, don't spread unverified information, folks!) 
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Label: Mikura Industries 



AT THE 
REST AREA, 
FOR EXAMPLE, 
WE MIGHT ALL BE 
UNDER THE SAME 
PRIMARY 
AND INITIAL 
SUBCONTRACTOR, 
BUT AFTER THAT 
OUR EMPLOYMENT 
BRANCHES OUT 
SO THAT WE'RE 
ALL TECHNICALLY 
WORKING FOR 
DIFFERENT 
COMPANIES. 
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‘Delegating work to lower companies 
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IN THIS EXAMPLE. XX INDUSTRIES IS THE QUATERNARY SUBCONTRACTOR 
AND YY CONSTRUCTION IS THE QUINARY AT WORKSITE A, WHILE THEIR 
PLACES IN THE CHAIN ARE REVERSED AT WORKSITE B. 

4 


| Site A 1 


...YOU WILL FINE? 
THAT THE SAME 
COMPANY CAN 
BE BOTH ABOVE 
AND BELOW YOU 
IN DIFFERENT 
WORK 

ASSIGNMENTS. 
CWITH WAGES 
SCOOPED OUT 
APPROPRIATELY, 
OF COURSE.) 
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It's supposed to be like we’re sitting around on toolboxes 
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// ///M 







230 Very relieved that it worked 

























































Sign: Watch your head 
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This lady works for the master contractor 



THE 

HANDBOOK 
CONTAINS 
A LIST OF 
EXPOSURE 
READINGS FOR 
EACH MONTH 
OF SERVICE, 
AND THEY 
DON'T MARK 
THE OFFICIAL 
NUMBER 
DOWN UNTIL 
IT GETS 
READ FROM 
THE GLASS 
BADGE. 


This takes about a month 


is?/, ***** 


El 


ToJ 


aS 


0.6 

oM 

1 


HOWEVER, 
THE TOTAL 
BEING ADDED 
UP BY THE 
APDIS 
VIRTUALLY 
THE SAME AS 
THE GLASS 
BADGE'S 
VALUE, SO IF 
IT'S A RUSH, 
THEY CAN 
WRITE DOWN 
THE APD 
TOTAL AS A 
PROVISIONAL 
NUMBER. 


Top L Corner, Reading Period 
Top Bar, Effective Levels 
L Column, Provisional Level, Pre-service 
R Column, External Exposure, In assessment 




































































I'LL NEEP 
MY HANDBOOK 
FOR THE NEXT 
JOB, SO IT'S 
UNNERVINS NOT 
TO HAVE IT IN MY 
POSSESSION, BUT 
AT LEAST THIS 
MEANS PARTINS 
WAYS WITH 
KUROMORI 
CONSTRUCTION. 
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ANOTHER 
LAST- 
MINUTE 
CALL... BUT 
IT'S WHAT 
1WANTEP. 


X WAS 
HOPING 
TO LOOK 
AROUND A 
BIT MORE 
WHILE I 
HAD THE 
CHANGE, 
BUT 
ALAS. 


Used to things being sudden 




TSUTA 

SPEAK¬ 

ING! 


Sign: Ishinomaki 


I hear you’ue 
been remoued. 
Vour handbook 
came back to 
the office. 
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I STILL FEEL 
VERY SORRY 
ABOUT LEAVING 
THE COMPANY 
THAT OFFEREP 
ME A JOB ANP 
SOT BASK MY 
RAPIATION 
CONTROL 
HANPBOOK, 
BUT IT WAS 
THE BEST 
CHOICE FOR 
ME. 






THOSE WHO 
HAVE ALREAPY 
TAKEN THE a 
ANP b EPUCATION 
COURSES PONT 
NEEP TO VISIT THE 
LECTURE HALL 
AGAIN, BUT X PIP 
HAVE TO TAKE A 
LESSON IN "SPECIALIZEP 
RAPIATION CONTROL" 
AT THE MASTER 
CONTRACTOR'S 
OFFICE PUE TO THE 
PANGEROUS 
ASSIGNMENT. 



You feel more nervous with a small group 
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CHAPTER 8 - END 






















































THE PEOPLE FROM THE SHOPPING DISTRICT OF 
HISANOHAMA WERE DEVASTATED BY THE GREAT EAST 
JAPAN EARTHQUAKE, AND THEY OPENED UP A TEMPORARY 
LOCATION ON THE GROUNDS OF HISANOHAMA FIRST 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AS OF SEPTEMBER 3RD, 2011. IT'S 
NICE TO HEAR THE SHOPKEEPERS' ENERGETIC VOICES 
WHEN YOU STOP BY. THERE'S A NUMBER OF BUSINESSES, 
FROM SALONS TO BARS TO FISHMARKETS, AS WELL AS A 
SALES OUTLET FOR PHOTOS AND DVDS OF THE DISASTER 
DAMAGE. 




ON HIS WAY HOME FROM 
WORK, KAZUTO TATSUTA 
WOULD OCCASIONALLY 
STOP HERE AND 
DINE ON RAMEN OR 
POTSTICKERS NEAR THE 
ENTRANCE. IT'S ONE OF 
HIS FAVORITE PLACES TO 
VISIT IN IWAKI. 
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AS THIS 
IS OUR FIRST 
STEP, WE'RE 
SETTING UP 
POWER, TOOL 
STORAGE, A 
STANDBY AREA, 
AND WE'RE 
TRANSPORTING 
TOOLS AND 
MATERIALS. 


WHEN 
THE REAL 
WORK 

STARTS WE'LL 
HAVE THREE 
OR FOUR 
TEAMS 

OF WORKERS, 
BUT FOR 
THIS STAGE, 
WE HAVE ALL 
DOZEN-PLUS 
OF US HERE 
AT ONCE 
TO GET IT 
OVER 
WITH. 


WATCH 

YOUR 

FEET. 


ATORS AND 
SWITCH¬ 
BOARDS, 
HOOKED 
UP WITH 
AN EXTEN¬ 
SION 
REEL... 
















































AT THIS 
POINT, 
GETTING 
POWER FOR 
THE REACTOR 
AND TO COOL 
THE SPENT 
FUEL POOL 
WAS SO 
CRUCIAL 
THAT THEY 
COULDN'T 
SPARE 
EXTRA FOR 
ANYTHING 
ELSE. 


set up outside due to exhaust gas 


THERE'S 
A CABLE WITH 
BOTH POWER 
AND ARGON GAS 
FOR THE WELDING 
TOOLS. IT RUNS 
FROM THE 
WELDING POWER 
SUPPLY OUTSIDE 
TO OUR WORK SITE 
INDOORS. 


t We use TIG (tungsten) welding for this job 



don't know if this has changed by now... 
































































*Team member who measures radiation 


THAT'S 

WHY, BEFORE 
WE START 
WORKING, 
TOOL STORASE 
AND STANDBY 
LOCATIONS ARE 
SELECTED 
BASED ON 
TEPCO'S 
SURVEY MAP 
AND THE 
DATA COLLECTED 
BY OUR 
COMPANY'S 
MONITOR.* 



THERE'S 
LOTS OF 
STUFF TO 
DO BEFORE 
WORK, SUCH 
AS CONFIRM- 
INS RADIATION 
LEVELS, 
WORKFLOW, 
INSPECTINS 
TOOLS, AND 
SO ON. 
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WHEN WE SAY 
"PREFAB," WE'RE 
REFERRING TO 
THE PRACTICE OF 
ASSEMBLING THE 
PARTS AT A 
DIFFERENT 
LOCATION 
BEFORE WE 
ACTUALLY GO 
TO THE SITE. 


IN SHORT, 
IT'S BEST TO 
TACKLE EVERY 
STEP YOU CAN 
POSSIBLY DO 
OUTSIDE OF 
ICHI-F FIRST. 
THEY'VE GOT 
THE FACILITIES 
TO DO IT, 
TOO. 


TOMORROW 
AND THE DAY 
AFTER WE'LL DO 
SOME PREFAB 
WELDING AND 
PT CWELD 
TESTING). THESE 
TWO DAYS 
WILL ALSO 
SERVE AS A 
PREPARATION 
PERIOD FOR 
SOME OTHER 
TOOLS. 


THEN 

THERE'S ONE 
DAY FOR 
TRANSPORT, 
AND ANOTHER 
DAY FOR 
REMOVING 
PIPE BOLTS 
AND MARKING 
OUT THE 
CUTS ON 
THE PIPES. 


Worker registration and 
preparatory conference 

"S — 1 _ 

Welding | PT 

Prepning tools, etc. 
("Prefab") 

Transport to 
work site 

Marking pipes, 
preparations 

Spare Day 

Construction Starts 

^ . . . ... . .y m 


This chapter mostly covers this step 


BEFORE WE 
START WORK, 
WE'LL HAVE TEPCO 
STOP THE FUEL 
POOL WATER 
CIRCULATION. 
KEEP IN MIND 
THAT ONCE 
THIS STARTS, 
THERE 
IS NO COINS 
BACK' 


WE'RE 
LEAVING 
OURSELVES 
AN EXTRA 
DAY OF 
JUST IN 
CASE WE 
NEED IT. 
AFTER THAT, 
THE WORK 
ACTUALLY 
BEGINS. 
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*For security reasons and the deterioration of the author's recollection, the finer details may be slightly off. 
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. A ,\i 1 \ j 1 \\ 

SO DURING 

THE SIX OR SO 

: NATURALLY, 


DAYS THAT THIS 

WE CAN'T 


JOB LASTS, THE ,j 

WORK ON 

COOLING 

■ THE PIPES 

CIRCULATION 

IF THERE'S 

l|\ /, , f 

TO THE J 

WATER 


SPENT FUEL i 

RUNNING 


POOL MUST J 

THROUGH 

\ \ ma // 

BE STOPPED, 

THEM. 


AND THE WATER 1 

DRAINED FROM 

THE PIPES. 


£_ Mk^Skm, Iv ■ ' 



This water is contaminated and needs to be collected, although it's not as bad as the reactor cooling water 



BUT UNLIKE 
AFTER THE 
ACCIDENT, THE 
WATER LEVEL 
OF THE POOL IS 
STABLE NOW, 
AND THE HEAT 
OF THE FUEL 
BREAKING 
DOWN 
IS LOWER, 
SO THERE 
AREN'T 
THE SAME 
TEMPERATURE 
SPIKES. 


THIS 
MIGHT 
SOUND 
ALARMING 
TO YOU. 


THAT 

DOESN'T MEAN 
THAT IT'S 
PERFECTLY 
SAFE TO KEEP 
THE COOLING 
SYSTEM OFF, 
OF COURSE, 
SO WE 
ABSOLUTELY 
MUST 
COMPLETE 
THEJOB ON 
SCHEDULE. 


6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

3D 

-id 

13 

14 






^Construction Peri 

iodjv,: 




■Spare 


utting 

■ Inst; 

’'I 

tiling flant 

L-:.; 

ges 









First p 

!I3 

Second/fir 

ng stoppet 

•ass PT 

m 

Final 
install v, 

PT. 

alves 

[—* 


SO WE 
CAREFULLY 
PUT THE 
ITINERARY 
TOGETHER 
AND MAKE 
SURE WE'RE 
COMPLETELY 
PREPARED 
FOR EACH 
STEP. 
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But not the water in the pool itself 
































































Don't ever look directly at it! 
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THIS IS ON 
ANOTHER 
LEVEL FROM 
THE ARC 
IN EL PI NS I 
LEARNEP 
PUR I NS THE 
TRA/N/NS 


COURSES. 


IVOIN, 

ITS 

SO 

CLEAN 


WE 
USE A 
METHOD 
CALLED 
TIG 

WELDING 
ON THE 
PIPES 
FOR ITS 
PRECI¬ 
SION. 


BEFORE 
I CAME TO 
FUKUSHIMA, 

X EARNED 
QUALIFICATIONS 
IN VARIOUS 
SUBJECTS TO 
GIVE MYSELF 
A HIRING EDGE, 
LIRE HEAVY 
VEHICLES, 
CRANE 
OPERATION, 
GAS WELDING, 
AND ARC 
WELDING. 


SOI 

LEARNED 
TO APPRE¬ 
CIATE THE 
DIFF¬ 
ERENCE 
BETWEEN 
GOOD 
AND BAD 
WELDING, 
IN MY OWN 
AMATEUR 
WAY. 
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THIS 
BEAD IS 
A WORK 
OF ART!! 





FOR PARTS 
THAT REQUIRE 
EXTREME 
TOUSHNESS, 
A WELD MUST 
BE DONE IN 
SEVERAL 
LAVERS. 
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OF COURSE, 
IT'S UNLIKELY 
THAT THERE 
WILL BE ANY 
CRACKS, GIVEN 
MR. ONO'S SKILL, 
BUT WE CANNOT 
AFFORD TO 
BE LAK ABOUT 
QUALITY 
CONTROL. 
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OUR SHIFT 
TODAY WAS 
SHORT, SO I 
WAS STILL 
SET AT 0.8, 
BUT ONCE 
WE SOT 
STARTED 
FOR REAL, 
IT WOULD 
BE 1.8 
MSV. 



THERE'S A 
LIMIT TO AN 
INDIVIDUAL 
WORKER'S 
YEARLY ALLOWED 
RADIATION 
LEVELS, SO 
THE WORK PLAN 
NEEDS TO 
ELIMINATE ANY 
UNNECESSARY 
EXPOSURE. 


It's just under 20 mSv for almost all the companies 



Depending on the place and work, some have even higher numbers. Or so I hear. 
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Your mom scolded you for undressing this way as a kid, but here it's the right way! 



260 We do discard the socks too, though 
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CHAPTER 10 
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(I'm only assuming this.) 
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At this time, it was the newest machine out 
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THERE 
ARE THREE 
MAIN ROUTES 
FROM IWAKI 
TO J-VILLAGE, 
AND IN THE 
EARLY 
MORNINS, 
THEY'RE ALL 
JAMMED UR 




Hirono Power Station Stack 



IT'S NOT 
JUST WORKERS 
FOR ICHI-F; 
THERE'S ALSO 
THE HIRONO 
POWER STATION 
AND OTHER 
CLEANUP 
WORKERS. 
THE RESULTINS 
TRAFFIC IS 
WAY MORE 
THAN THIS 
LITTLE TOWN 
WAS MEANT 
TO HANDLE. 
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Building: Kamata 


















































































IN FACT, THE OPERATION OF 
THE TRAFFIC LIGHTS PROBABLY 
HAP NOTHING TO PO WITH THE 
LIKELIHOOP OF RETURNING. 
STILL, X FELT LIKE X CAUGHT 
A GLIMPSE INTO THE 
MENTALITY OF THOSE FORCEP 
TO EVACUATE FROM THEIR 
HOMES. 
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THERE'S 
ALSO TWO 
HOLES TO OUT 
FOR THE 
DRAINS. 

MY TEAM'S JOB 
FOR TODAY IS 
TO MAKE THE 
OUTS FOR THE 
A-LINE, WHILE 
TEAM 2 OUTS 
THE B-LINE, 
AND TEAM 3 
MAKES THE 
DRAIN HOLES 
FOR BOTH. 



WHEN 
WELDING 
AND GUTTING, 
WHIOH BOTH 
OAUSELOTS 
OF SPARKS, 
YOU SOMETIMES 
WEAR THIS 
OUTFIT ON 
TOP OF THE 
TWO TYVEKS. 




ALONG 
WITH THE 
ANORAKS 
WE WEAR 
DURING 
WATER WORK, 
THIS IS THE 
BIS DADDY 
OF SUPER- 
HOT IOHI-F 
PROTEOTIVE 
WEAR. 
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Package: Golden Egg, Resiton 


I think we used around ten blades to cut the pipe in two places 
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I The monitor got about 0.5 mSv 




Our numbers are similar because we were in the same place all day 



High-exposure workers must report this to TEPCO 




















































I'VE 
FEA¬ 
TURED 
THIS 
BEV¬ 
ERAGE 
MULTIPLE 
TIMES IN 
THIS COMIC, 
AND SOT 
SOME 
ENTHU¬ 
SIASTIC 
COMMENTS 
ABOUT 
IT. 


There’s also "high 
cafe au lait" with 
more coffee 



As far as Tokyo goes, I’ve seen it on sale at the Shinjuku and Akiharabara JR stations, 
as well as the Fukushima goods shop in Nihonbashi and Yaesu. 


BUT AS ATTENTION a 
IS DRAWN TO 
FUKUSHIMA 
PRODUCTS IN 
THE WAKE OF 
THE DISASTER, 
THERE ARE MORE 
AND MORE FANS 
POPPINS UR 
IT'S BECOME A 
SYMBOL OF THE 
AREA'S REFUSAL 
TO BE A VICTIM. 





Fans gathered in Akihabara, 2013 
















































































SORRY 

ABOUT SETTING 
SIPETRACKEP 
THERE. ANYWAY, 
ONCEI EAT 
LUNCH, X TAKE 
A NAP. WE CAN'T 
SO HOME UNTIL 
TEAMS 2 ANP 3 
FINISH ANYWAY, 


ONE HOUR 
OF ACTUAL 
WORK WITH 
A TWO-HOUR 
NAR ANP IT'S 
20,000 YEN 
A PAY? 
THIS JOB IS 
PARAPISE/ 


LET'S 

SET 

SOINS 

THEN. 


WE'RE 
BACK! 
TEAM 
3'S ALL 
PONE. 


STILL, 
THERE'S 
LOTS OF PREP 
TIME ANP 
SEARING 
UP, PLUS 
THE SALARY 
IS HIGH PUE 
TO THE 
PANSERS 
INVOLVEP. 


PLUS, 

X CAN ONLY 
WORK AT THE 
AMOUNT OF 
RAPIATION I 
RECEIVEP 
TOPAY FOR 
20 PAYS A 
YEAR, SO 
IT'S NOT 
EXACTLY 
THAT 

LUCRATIVE 
IN THE 
LONS RUN. 
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MAKE 
SURE 
YOU WIN 
SOME 
TODAY, 
HUH? 


YOU 

CAN TAKE 
ROUTE & 
BACK. 


WE 

CARPOOL 

ASAIN 

INTO 

IWAKI. 
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Vertical Sign: Crime-Prevention Office 


The old 


for the JR Iwaki Station 



Sign: Nakanoyu, entrance on second floor 



CHAPTER 10 - END 

















































































EARLIER IN THE BOOK IT WAS SAID THAT THIS STATION WAS 
OUT OF SERVICE, BUT AS OF JUNE 1ST, 2014, THE HIRONO- 
TATSUTA LINE WAS OPEN AGAIN. TOMIOKA STATION, WHICH IS 
THE NEXT ONE TO THE NORTH, IS STILL CLOSED, SO FOR THE 
MOMENT, TATSUTA STATION IS THE END OF THE NORTHBOUND 
LINE FROM IWAKI, THOUGH IT WILL BE OPEN ALL THE WAY 
TO TOMIOKA STATION BY 2017. CITIZENS ARE FREE TO WALK 
THROUGH THE AREA AROUND THE STATION TO HELP PREPARE 
FOR THE REPEAL OF THE RESTRICTED ZONE, BUT STAYING 
OVERNIGHT IS STILL FORBIDDEN. 


THE AUTHOR VISITED 
AT THE END OF 2014 
AND FOUND THAT THE 
VENDING MACHINES 
OUTSIDE THE STATION HAD 
POWER AGAIN, AND SOME 
CONTAINED BEVERAGES 
THAT AREN'T SOLD 
ANYMORE. AND YET. THE 
POSTAL BOX OUT FRONT 
IS STILL COVERED WITH 
SHEETS. 


























CHAPTER 11 



Technically, it was my nuclear plant work where I wore the masks! 
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Many people don't know this, because it wasn't reported much 















































Using Twitter to avoid doing work 





From a friend in real life 


Nice to meet you! 

Sorry about DMing you out 
of the blue. I mas surprised 
to see pictures of my area 
on your account. Can’t rnait 
for more Imaki pics! 


Nice to meet you! 
Thanks for reading my 
comic. I’m uery pleased 
that it’s meeting the 
approual of a local 
citizen. 
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THERE 

ARE 

PROB¬ 

ABLY 

OTHERS 

AROUND 

ME 

WHO 

HAVE 

FIG¬ 

URED 



There are female employees at J-Village too 




















































Also thinking that it would make for good story material 


Badge: Tokyo Electric WID (1-F) Tatsuta, Kazuto 


...I WAS 
WORRYING 
MYSELF 
TO DEATH 
UNTIL I 
FINALLY 
SOT MY 
ENTRY 
PASS. 


SO WHEN 
I SOT 
USHERED 
RISHT 
THROUSH 
THE 

PROCESS, 
IT ALL 
FELT 
RATHER 
SILLY. 



WELL, THAT 
MAKES SENSE. 
AS LONS AS I'M 
NOT PE PISTtNS 
ANYTH/NS 
THATSOULP 
JEOPARPIZE 
THE SECURITY 
OF THE 
OPERATION, 

IT SHOULPNT 
BE A 
PROBLEM. 


THAT 
DOESN'T 
MEAN I 
INTEND TO 
REVEAL MY 
IDENTITY, 
BUT IT AT 
LEAST 
RELAXED 
SOME OF 
THE APPRE¬ 
HENSION 
I'D BUILT 
UP OVER 
TIME. 
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They always judge the new guys 


LET'S 

f/NP 

OUT. 


AS 

LONS 

AS 

SOME¬ 

ONE 

LISTEN- 

INS 

ENJOYS 

IT, 

TOO... 


WHOA... 

THISSUY'S 

INSANELY 

SOOP. 


IN THE 
SUMMER 
OF 2012, 
ONCE X 
SOT USED 
TO WORKING 
AT ICHI-F 
AND FELT A 
BIT MORE 
COMFOR¬ 
TABLE, X 
TOOK THE 
PLUNSE 
AND VENT¬ 
URED ONTO 
THE STASE. 















































The flower 
of life / 
between the 
crests / of 
the waues... 

J> 



AT PLACES 
LIKE THIS, 
VIRTUALLY 
EVERYONE 
PLAYS GUITAR, 
PERFORMING 
FOLK OR 
ROCK 
COVERS, 
OR THEIR 
OWN 
ORIGINAL 
SONGS. 
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Sign: Welcome to music city Koriyama, 




The "Vienna" part is most definitely self-appointed... 



There's also "Koriyama Outdoor Sound Stage," “Kitakata Sound on the Town Concerts,' 
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I IT'S JUST 

1 ONE OF 

1 MANY 

I TEMPORARY 

1 HOUSING 

! BUILDINGS 

i AROUND 

IWAKI. 

-i-3 


m $> 

JM; m 

HIS 

rnfri SrfH 


Tnrrn]I-Ui^- 

1 | 111 ^ ^ 

3LJM 

L_ll 11 






,1 

it! 

J&P 












































































































THEY HAP 
SO MANY 
VOLUNTEERS 
COM INS BY 
IN 2012 
THAT IT'S NO 
WONPER 
THEY COULPN'T 
REMEMBER 
THEM ALL. 






"Midaregami" (Disheveled Hair) 


IT'S A 
CLASSIC 
FROM THE 
LATTER 
ENP OF 
THE 

FAMOUS 
HIBARI 
MISORA'S 
CAREER, 
A SONS 
ABOUT 
SHIO- 
YASAKI 
LISHT- 
HOUSE 
IN IWAKI. 


I put my 
hand / to 
my disheueled 
hair / and a 
red ribbon / 
floats on the 
breeze... 


HOW I HATE 
AND LOVE / 
THAT SHIOYA 
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Atsuo Okamoto's "Kogen Ressha wa Yuku" (The Highlands Train Rides On) 

A hit song of 1954 about the Numajiri Railroad Line, written by Toshio Oka and composed by Yuji Koseki, both from Fukushima. 


































THE THING 
ABOUT 
CLASSICS IS 
THAT THEY 
TRANSCEND 
THE BARRIERS 
OF TIME 
AND PLACE. 







I'm just a slave to their whims 




Thankfully, I got a cheap used car 



































































































































































It's well after July 7th now 
































IflHI-F IS 
IMPROVING THE 
SITUATION, 

BUT THAT'S A 
SEPARATE MATTER 
FROM THE LOCALS' 
ABILITY TO RETURN 
TO THEIR HOMES. 


WHILE 
IT'S TRUE 
THAT THE 
WORK AT 
ICHI-FIS 
PROCEEDING 
BITBYBIT, 
THAT'S 
ONLYSO 
MUCH... 
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I'M JUST 
HERE AS A 
CONSTRUC¬ 
TION 
WORKER 
OVER THE 
PERIOD OF 
MV JOB. 


LIKE ANY 
OTHER 
OUTSIDER, 
I'LL PACK 
MY BASS 
AND SO 
BACK TO 
TOKYO 
WHEN MY 
CONTRACT 
IS UR 



STILL, 
I'M SURE 
I'LL FIND 
AWAY 
TO STAY 
INVOLVED 
WITH THIS 
RESION. 
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CHAPTER 11-END 















































A LIVE MUSIC RESTAURANT/BAR NEAR IWAKI 
STATION, FEATURING PRO MUSICIANS IN A WIDE 
VARIETY OF GENRES. TATSUTA'S APPEARANCE HERE 
WAS ON AN "OPEN MIC" NIGHT, WHERE ANYONE IS 
FREE TO SIGN UP TO PERFORM. THE HOTEL IN THIS 
BUILDING HOUSES MANY 1-F WORKERS WHO COME 
DOWN TO QUEEN TO DRINK. 



INCIDENTALLY, 
THE OWNER, ISAO 
KATO, A READER OF 
ICHI-F, RECOGNIZED 
TATSUTA'S IDENTITY 
IMMEDIATELY 
WHEN HE READ 
THE SCENE OF HIS 
"KYODAI-BUNE" 
PERFORMANCE. 




















*Tatsuta was working at Ichi-F again while he was drawing this material, so Chapters 12 and 13 are short-format 


































































*The governor of Fukushima Prefecture has requested the Olympic Flame as well. If it does come true, the cleanup should be much 
further along by then. I want to run with it! 













































YOU'VE 

SEEN 
BEFORE 
THIS.V 
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f OH, FINALLY 

\ SOMEONE 


THEY'RE 

UNPERSTANPS! 


SO PER¬ 

/ YOU TRULY 


SISTENT 

ARE THE VOICE 

THAT 

IN THEIR 

\ FOR THE 

X SEE 

SYM¬ 

PATHY 

A VOICELESS! J 

WHY 

FOR THE 


SOME 

INTER¬ 


MISHT 

VIEW 


8REAK 

SUB¬ 


POWN 

JECT... 


LIKE 



THIS. 

AVj 









MANY OF MY 
COWORKERS 
ARE TROUBLE!? 
BY HOW OUTSIPE 
FORCES TRY 
TO SHAPE OUR 
STORY TO THEIR 
NARRATIVES: 
EITHER ABUSEP 
WORKERS OR 
PLUCKY, BRAVE 
HEROES. 
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My lack of detail about security topics isn't to maintain nuclear secrets, it's more like "loyalty" to my workplace 





OH, 

BOY... 

WHERE 

TO 

BEGIN...? 


YOUR 
NEWS¬ 
PAPER'S 
BEEN 
WR/T/NS 
TONS OF 
ARTICLES 
ABOUT THESE 
PLANTS! 
CATLEAST 
REAP MY 
COMIC 
FIRST.0 

r' f\y 
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MOST 


ME¬ 


MOR¬ 


ABLE 


MENT 


CAME 


THESE. 


THE 

UNITED 
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CHAPTER 12-END 















































...WE 
USE, IN 
ADDI- 
TION 
TO THE 
PER¬ 
SONAL 
DOSI¬ 
ME¬ 
TERS... 


(Also called a glass 


ring, despite being 


plastic) 


ANOTHER 
KIND OF 
DOSIMETER 
THAT SOES 
OVER THE 
FINSER, 
CALLED 
ARINS 
BADSE. 


I'VE BEEN 
COVERING A 
NUMBER OF 
STORIES AWAY 
FROM THE 
WORKPLACE, 
SO I THINK 
I'LL SET 
BACK ON 
TRACK WITH 
A PIECE 
ABOUT 
EQUIPMENT 
THAT X 
HAVEN'T 
GONE 
OVER YET. 


IT'S A 
STORY 
FROM 
OCTOBER 
2012, ABOUT 
A RING THAT 
I STARTED 
WEARING 
ONCE I 
BEGAN TO 
DO PIPE 
WORK 
INSIDE THE 
REACTOR 
BUILDING. 
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THIS 
WAS A 
CAUSE OF 
CONCERN FORI: 

WORKERS 
WHO STEPPEDt 
INTO WATER 
BUILDUP 
IN THE UNIT 
3 TURBINE 
BUILDINS IN 
2011 . 



314 



























































MAN, 

EVEN 




315 


































































































CHAPTER 13-END 









































BECAUSE I 
WENT TO ICHI-F 
FROM TIME TO 
TIME DURING 
2014, MV FOCUS 
HAS SWITCHED 
AROUND TO 
JUMBLED TOPICS. 
PLEASE FORSIVE 
MV LACK OF 
CONTINUITY; 
WE'RE ALMOST 
THROUGH IT. 




ASA 

LITTLE BIT 
OF A PRESENT, 
I THINK I'LL 
INTRODUCE 
SOME OF THE 
LITTLE THINGS 
I'VE NOTICED 
AROUND 
THE PLANT 
RECENTLY. 
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THE 

FACT THAT 
WOMEN CAN BE 
SEEN AT THE 
ANTI-QUAKE 
BUILDING, 
WHICH IS JUST A 
FEW HUNDRED 
METERS AWAY 
FROM THE 
NUCLEAR 
REACTORS... 
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Sign: Radiation Levels Microsieverts/hour 0.19 uSv/h in this area 



WHOA! 

I'M FEELING 
THE FRONTIER 
SPIRIT! 


ON MY 

SECONDHAND 
CAR NAVIGATION 
UNIT, THERE'S 
NO DATA FOR 
THIS AREA, SO 
I'M JUST DRIVING 
THROUGH THE 
WILDERNESS. 
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Caption: Fukushima Prefecture, Namie Town 





















































MODERN 
JAPAN'S 
CONSTRUC¬ 
TION AND 
DEVELOP¬ 
MENT 


IT WAS A 
TERRIBLE 
DISASTER 
THAT 
CAUSED 
IT, BUT 
YOU CAN 
REALLY 
FEEL THE 
FRONTIER 
SOUL IN 
THE PEOPLE 
TAKING PART 
IN THE 
RENOVATION 
AND 

RECLAMA¬ 
TION 
OF THE 
LAND. 



ON 

SEPTEMBER 
15TH, 2014, 
THE "DIFFICULT- 
TO-RETURN" 
ZONE 
REOPENED 
TO ALL 
VEHICLE 
ACCESS, 
WHERE ONLY 
SPECIALLY 
REGISTERED 
VEHICLES 
WITH ENTRY 
PASSES 
WERE 
ALLOWED 
THROUGH 
BEFORE. 


PREVIOUSLY OFF-LIMITS 
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This is what the people in Ibaraki and Fukushima call it 


WHEN 

YOU COULPN'T 
PRIVE THROUGH 
HERE, THE 
PETOUR FROM 
IWAKI TO 
MINAMISOMA 
TOOK A GOOP 
THREE HOURS, 
WHETHER 
THROUGH 
THE MOUNTAIN 
ROAPS OR THE 
HIGHWAYS. 



Very dangerous for inexperienced drivers, even with 4WD snow tires 




rMilfc 303 

ft 


to 



Now you see plates from other 
prefectu res like S endai,- • 
where there were none before ■ 



I'M 

CERTAIN THAT 
REOPENING 
TRAFFIC 
BETWEEN 
NORTH 
ANP SOUTH 
WILL HAVE 
A MASSIVE 
EFFECT ON THE 
RECOVERY OF 
THE PISASTER 
AREAS. 







































































Sign: Shimiteri: Konohata 






IT'S SO SR EAT 
THAT I SAN 
ALREADY SET 
FROM IWAKI TO 
M/NAM/SOMA 
AND EAT THIS 
INSREPI8LE 
TREAT... 


NOT 

ONLY WAS THE 
REDUCTION 
IN TRIP TIME 
A WELCOME 
SURPRISE, THE 
REOPENINS 
OF ROUTE & 
HAPPENED MUCH 
SOONER THAN 
I EXPECTED IT 
WOULD. 
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...THE STRICT 
QUARANTINE OF 
THE AREA AFTER 
THE NUCLEAR 
DISASTER, AND 
ALL THE PUBLIC 
REACTIONS, 

I HAVE TO 
ADMIT THAT MY 
EXPECTATIONS 
FOR REOPENINS 
ROUTE S A 
KILOMETER 
AWAY FROM 
ICHI-F... 




Carton, Matsunaga Coffee 
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AROUND 
2012 THEY 
ALL SAID 
“CATTLE 
COLLISIONS, 
BUT NOW 
MANY SAY 
“ANIMAL" 
OR “BOAR." 
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Sign: Difficult-to-Return Zone (including high-exposure areas) beyond this point 


YOU'RE NOT 
ALLOWED TO 
SET OUT OF 
YOUR VEHICLE 
IN THIS AREA. 
THIS ISA 
SECURITY 
MEASURE AS 
WELL... 





Sign: Don’t open the irradiated highway! 




























































MAL 


OPINION, 


IF IT WAS 
THAT SAFE 
TWO YEARS 
ASO, THEN I'D 
IMASINE THE 
DANGER IS 
EVEN 
SLIGHTER 
NOW, WITH 
ALL THE 
DECONTAM¬ 
INATION 
EFFORTS 
AND ROAD¬ 
WORK 
GOING ON. 


PLEASE, 

RELAX 

AND 

ENJOY 

YOUR 

DRIVE 

THROUGH 

THE 

AREA. 


JUST 
REMEM¬ 
BER TO 
FOLLOW 
THE 
RULES! 
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Sign: Local prosperity and a rich future with nuclear energy 



































































Sign: Naraha 
Energy Welfare City 


Sign: Nuclear energy, gentle on the earth 
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People like to take photos here, but you're not allowed to stop and get out! 
















































SADLY, THIS 
PARTICULAR 
COMPANY WAS 
ALREADY OUT OF 
BUSINESS BEFORE 
THE QUAKE, WHEN 
CONSTRUCTION 
FELL OFF 
FOLLOW INS 
THE BUILDINS 
OF 1-F AND 2-F 
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LITTLE BIT 

MORE REAL v * }4 

THAN WHEN M//\ \P t ^®W4wi 

USSHf ™ ^S^S$SSml& k* 

“ I 

AS FOR THE 1 

NEARBY 0 

FIELDS, U 

THE YELLOW H 

CARPETS OF H 

SOLDENROD I 

HAVE BEEN | 

HALF-REPLACED U 

BY THE SILVER | 

STALKS OF H 

SUSUKI 1 

SRASS. H 

STUNNINS 



/ 



Tsukinoshita means "under the moon." Along with “Yonomori" (Night Forest), Tomioka has some cool location namesl 
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Gray Sign: Oraho-tei 


Top Sign: Eat Here!! Take Home!! This Is Your Stop 




IL=^-IU—lizil: HI B 



4 \ . .... 





Smiley Sign: Take-chan Cafeteria White Vertical Sign: Your Stop Mall 

Bathrooms, too 
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CHAPTER 14-END 


IT MAY 
BE HARD 
NOW f BUT 
TIME WILL 
MAKE US 
LAUSH IT 
OFF... J> 


BIT MORE 


TIME 


BEFORE 


WE CAN 


LAUSH 


THIS 
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WHILE SERVICE HAS RESUMED TO ADJACENT 
TATSUTA STATION, THE RECOVERY EFFORTS 
AROUND TOMIOKA STATION ARE NOT VERY FAR 
ALONG. AS SHOWN IN THE PREVIOUS CHAPTER, 
THE TRACKS ARE COVERED IN GRASS AND 
WEEDS, AND YOU CAN'T SEE THE CROSSING. 
THANKFULLY, THE CLEARING OF WRECKAGE 
BEGAN IN LATE 2014. WE'RE LOOKING 
FORWARD TO THE EVENTUAL RECOVERY. 
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It's the monitor's job to collect discarded Tyveks and waste material 



























































"Did you finish the welding?" 























































‘JliM 




COOLING 

WAS 

RESTORED 
THE NEXT 
DAY AND 
NOTHING 
CAME OF 
IT, BUT 
THEY MADE 
A BIS DEAL 
OUT OF IT, 
AS X RECALL. 






The cause of the hydrogen explosion was the loss of power to the 
reactor cooler, not the fuel pool 






























































































RATHER THAN 
JUST REACTING 
VISCERALLY TO 
THE PHRASE 
"COOLING 
SHUTDOWN," 

I HOPE THAT 
YOU CAN ACCEPT 
THE INFORMATION 
WHEN PLACED 
IN THE CONTEXT 
OF THE ACTUAL 
CONDITIONS AND 
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THE 

DESIGNATED 
YEARLY 
RADIATION 
EXPOSURE LIMIT 
FOR NUCLEAR 
WORKERS IS SO 
MILLISIEVERTS, 
AND 100 MSV 
OVER FIVE 
YEARS. BUT MOST 
COMPANIES 
IMPOSE A LIMIT 
OF NO MORE 
THAN 20 MSV, 
WHICH MAKES 
100 OVER 
FIVE YEARS. 


Badge:Tatsuta, Kazuto 



THANKS FOR / 1 

THE CONSIDER- ( i 

ATION, BUT THIS 

IS WHAT I CAME k— 

HERE TO DO. 

' PLUS 
THE 
MONEY 

IS 

k BETTER! 


( fj 



p? 
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It sounds arbitrary, but you've got to draw a line at some point 





































Chart: Work Amount, Special Management Area Work, Basic Rate, Management Area Compensation 
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A 8ACKWARDS 
PROCESS; 
I'VE SEEN THE 
FORWARD- 
LOOKING SPIRIT 
OF ALL THOSE 
WORKING AT 
ICHI-F TO ACHIEVE 
THE RENOVATION 
AND REBIRTH 
OF THIS AREA. 
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SEE CHAP. 9 
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THERE'S OVER A 
POZEN PEOPLE 
PRESENT, FROM 
THE WORK CHIEF 
ANP MANAGING 
PIRECTOR OF 
THE MASTER 
CONTRACTOR, TO 
THE PRESIPENT 
OF THE PRIMARY 
J SUBCONTRACTOR, 
I TO THE WORKERS 
LIKE ME. 


SOMETIMES 
THIS TURNS 
INTO REFLEC¬ 
TION ON WHAT 
WE COULP PO 
BETTER, BUT 
MOSTLY 
IT'S JUST 
A NORMAL 
CHANCE TO 
PRINK ANP 
MAKE MERRY. 






















































































At the market I saw some from Aichi, west of Tokyo! 














































Package: Mehikari from Onahama 


I SOT 


SAVOR 

THE 

TRUE 

SENSE 

OF 

PLACE 

I 

EARNED 



Card: TEPCO WID (1-F) 







































































Company: 


Sheet: Whole-Body Counter Results, Test Date: 10/29/2012 
Location: Tokyo Electric WBC Center 





YOU NEVER 
KNOW. 
THERE'S 
RUMORS 
A80UTTHOSE 
WBCs AND 
WHAT THEY 
DO TO 
THEM... 
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YOU MEAN 
THAT TEPCO 
DOCTORS THE 
MACHINES TO 
SPIT OUT LOWER 


IT WAS A STORY ABOUT 
SOMEONE WHOSE WHOLE-BODY 
COUNT WAS FINE WHEN MEASURED 
AT J-VILLAGE, BUT TURNED OUT TO 
BE WAY HIGHER AT A DIFFERENT 
NUCLEAR PLANT, WHICH PREVENTED 
HIM FROM WORKING THERE. 
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Sheet: Whole-Body Counter Results, Test Date: 2012/12, Location: Tokyo Electric WBC Center 
Worker ID/Company:, Name: Kazuto Tatsuta r WBC Unit:,Count Rate: 2391 cpm 



I KNOW I'M 
BEATING A DEAD 
HORSE HERE, BUT 
WHAT WE'RE REALLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT 
ISN'T INTERNAL 
RADIATION, BUT OUR 
EXTERNAL RADIATION 
EXPOSURE REACHING 
CERTAIN MANDATED 
LIMITS. 



THE PROJECT 
IN DECEMBER 
ENDED SAFELY, 
BUT AT THE END 
OF IT MY 
RADIATION 
EXPOSURE 
TOTAL FOR 
THE YEAR WAS 
OVER 18 
MILLISIEVERTS. 
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The next time I came here, this (the upper floor wreckage of the Unit 3 Building) wouldn't be here 













































The fallowing is an extra piece drawn for the May 19th, 
2014 issue of Shukan Sendai (Modern Weekly). 
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It can easily take most of an hour during busy periods 
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We wear cotton gloves first, then two pairs of rubber gloves 


































































Sign: If you pee, you must flush the urinal!!!! 





THANKFULLY, 
OUR GROINS 
PIP NOT TEST 
POSITIVE IN 
THE BOPY 
TEST THIS 
PAY 



EXTRA STORY - END 




























































THE NAME (MEANING "EYE-LIGHT") COMES 
FROM THEIR LARGE. GLOWING GREEN EYES. 
THE MEHIKARI CAUGHT AROUND IWAKI ARE 
ESPECIALLY FATTY AND DELICIOUS, MAKING 
THEM HIGHLY PRIZED AT THE FISH MARKET. 
THERE WAS NO FISHING HAPPENING IN IWAKI 
AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE UNTIL A TEST WAS 
DONE ON OCTOBER 18TH. 2013, TWO YEARS 
AND SEVEN MONTHS LATER. THEY PULLED UP 
EIGHT TYPES OF FISH, INCLUDING MEHIKARI. 




MEHIKARI IS 
FANTASTI¬ 
CALLY GOOD 
WHEN FRIED. 
ITS IDEAL 
SEASON IS THE 
COLD MONTHS. 
FROM NO¬ 
VEMBER TO 
FEBRUARY. 












The following is an extra piece drawn for the August 
22nd, 2014 issue of Friday. 


THERE ARe£/‘| 

PEOPLE OF MANY J 
BACKGROUNDS** 
AT ICHI-F; SOMES 
TiRUMORS SAY ',+1 
“THEY'RE SHIPPINSj 
IN ALL 1 KINDS'OF'vJ 
v YAKUZA.TO;WORKf 
-THEREl'iWHATiJ 
HAVE I 7 SEEN FORl 
MYSELF?.WELL^.J| 

ygrf*" 


SREETINSS, READERS 
OF FRIDAY. I'M TATSUTA, 
AUTHOR OF THIS COMIC 
ABOUT WORKINS AT 
FUKUSHIMA DAIICHI. 
SINCE THIS IS BEINS RUN 
IN A DIFFERENT MAGAZINE 
THAN USUAL, ENJOY-THIS: 
LITTLE SECRET, STORY. OFJ 
THE CONDITIONS HERE. 




MAN'S BACK 


le have to wear our own boxers/briefs! 
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TRANSLATION NOTES, PART 2 



The floiuer 
of life / 
between the 
crests / of 
the waues... 

S> 


ENKA, PAGE 29k 

A kind of sentimental, soulful music that rose to prominence in the first few decades after WWII. Although 
some of the performance and instrumental elements of enka are Western in nature, the melodies, subject 
matter, and singing style are rooted in more traditional Japanese folk music. Performers often wear 
kimonos, and the songs tend to be about lost love, close bonds, and lonely, righteous suffering. The singing 
style of enka involves long, drawn-out notes delivered with a nasal vibrato that may seem strange to first¬ 
time listeners. As musical styles evolved throughout the late 20th century, enka came to be considered 
"old-fashioned," but it remains a popular and iconic style of Japanese music. 
















tambata, pm soi 

A summer festival holiday that literally 
means "evening of the seventh." It is 
meant to honor the meeting of lovers 
Orihime and Hikoboshi, two gods who are 
represented in the night sky by the stars 
Vega and Altair. The lovers' paths only 
cross on the seventh day of the seventh 
month. Due to the differences in calendars 
over the years, certain regions of Japan 
celebrate Tanabata on different days (this 
is true of certain other holidays as well). 
The Tohoku (northeast Japan) region 
celebrates it in August, rather than July. 
In addition to the usual summer festival 
activities, Tanabata is characterized by the 
writing of wishes on strips of paper called 
tanzaku that are attached to bamboo 
trees. 




STATE SECRECY LAW, PAGE 310 

A 2013 act proposed by the cabinet of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and passed by the National Diet. 
It prohibits and punishes the release of information that the state considers relevant to national 
defense. This includes such topics as defense systems, foreign affairs, counterintelligence operations, 
and anti-terrorism efforts. 







































































...THE 
IMAGES 
OF THE 
NUCLEAR 
PLANT AND 
DISASTER 
AREAS OF 
THE LAST 
SIX MONTHS 
PLAYED 
ACROSS MY 
EYELIDS. 

SZIZJ 












































' IT WAS ^ 
1'ONLY.HALF A , 
-~YEAR,YET-r- 
EXPERIENCED 
‘SO MANY VIVID 
THIN£S i£ ^I 


ppWANcr 

JZPnow. 

w0i 

K' : <SEEN- 

KtHEM.. 



r 

HI m 

Ik# 

*1 feLmJ 


















There are no night lightsjn the restricted zone, so the stars are vivid! 




COULDN'T 

POSSIBLY 

KEEP 

DOWN THE 
RISING 
DESIRE 
WITHIN 
MYSELF 
TO SHOW 
THESE 
THINSS TO 
PEOPLE. 


...TO THE 
DAZZLING 
NIGHT 
SKY OF 
TOKYO... 
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Headline: Plutonium 




Mag : Charismatic Cabaret Girl Spills Her Secrets 
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Which I could only stretch out by living with my folks 



SO IF 
I'M GOING 
TO DRAW 
ANYTHING, 
THIS IS THE 
TIME TO DO 


FOR ONE THING, 
I'M JUST A 
BOTTOM-RUNG 
WORKER. MY EX¬ 
PERIENCES AREN'T 
DRAMATIC, AND I 
CAN'T DELIVER A 
COMPREHENSIVE 
ACCOUNT OF 
ICHI-F AS A 
WHOLE. 


HMM, 
HOW DO 
I DRAW 
THIS? 












































THE LACK OF 
THRILLING, JUICY 
MATERIAL IS 
EXACTLY WHAT 
HAPPENED TO ME 
AT ICHI-F, AND IT 
OCCURRED TO 
ME THAT THIS 
WAS THE “HIDDEN 
TRUTH"THAT THE 
MEDIA NEVER 
REPORTS. 


X HAD NO 
CONTRACT 
OR PLACE TO 
PUBLISH IT, AND 
THE “GUIDE 
TO ICHI-F" I 
DREW WITH 
MINIMAL INFO 
ENDED UP BEING 
THE RATHER 
RANDOM 
LENGTH OF 37 
PAGES. 


I KNEW LOTS OF 
PEOPLE HAD TO BE 
CURIOUS ABOUT 
WHAT IT WAS LIKE 
THERE, SO X DREW 
UP THE FIRST 
CHAPTER AS AN 
INTRODUCTORY 
TOUR... 





*A rough outline/storyboard before actually drawing the finished product 
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Too spiteful to just go back home 





Today’s 
tough. UJhat 
about the 
day after 
tomorrow? 


OKAY, 
PERFECT. 
I'LL SEE 
YOU THEN! 


YES, IT WAS 
A VERY UN¬ 
DERHANDED 
MEANS OF 
SETTINS HIM 
TO SEE IT. 

I WAS DOINS 
WHATEVER 
I COULD TO 
SET A MEET- 
INS THAT 
VERY DAY. 


I’m here 
in Tokyo 
from 
Fuku- 
shima. 
Do you 
think 
you 
could 
take a 
look at 
it? 


WHAT, 

REALLY 


Definitely lying now 




















































PARTLY, THIS 
WAS A WEIRP 
STRATEGY OF 
MINE TO MAKE 
THE IMPACT 
OF THE PIECE 
GREATER BY 
MAKING HIM 
THINK AN AMA¬ 
TEUR WORKER 
PREW IT. 



THE OTHER 
PART OF ME 
JUST WANTEP 
HIM TO VIEW 
THE WORK 
OBJECTIVELY 
WITHOUT 
CONSIPERING 
MY OWN PAST 
AS PART OF IT. 


SI 
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WELL, 

SHOOT. 

I SUESS 
THERE'S 
NO QUICK 
CASH IN THIS 
EITHER WAY. 


IRAN 
OUT OF 
MY CASH 
BUFFER, 
ANP HAP 
TO TAKE 
QUICK 
JOBS TO 
MAKE 
ENPS 
MEET. 



AFTER APRIL, 
WHEN MY 
EXPOSURE 
TOTAL WAS 
RESET FOR 
THE YEAR, 

I PIPN'T 
SET ANY 
IMMEPIATE 
LEAPS BACK 
TO ICHI-F. 


I know all the sketchy places to ignore by now 




















































I'm not blessed with the skill to do two things at once, unfortunately! 




This got rejected, but you can see shades of It in Chapter 2 
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Magazine: Morning 
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ALL RIGHT, 
NOW I CAN 
FOCUS ON 
THIS FOR A 
WHILE. 


WITH MY 
COMIC NOW 
SERIALIZED, 

I WAS LOCKED 
IN WITH 
DEADLINES. 
AND JUST 
THEN- 


HELLO? 


One of the subcontractors whom I asked to call me once they got an Ichi-F contract 


I 

REALLY 
WANT 
TO SO 
BACK 
TO 

ICHI-F... 













































ULTIMATELY, 
I DIDN'T 
HEAR 
ANYTHING 
FROM IflHI-F 
FOR QUITE A 
WHILE AFTER 
I TURNED 
THIS OFFER 
DOWN. 




CHAPTER 16-END 

































CHAPTER 17 
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going to get into wrestling for a bit. Non-fans, please stick through it! 


...THIS 
IS THE 
ONLY 
WAY TO 


We're 


IF I WANT 
TO WORK 
AT ICHI-F 
ASAIN, 

X CAN'T 
APPEAR 
VISIBLY 
IN THE 
MEDIA... 


The design was different back when he would multiply (Right?) 




IN HIS EARLY CAREER C8k) HE WOULD MULTIPLY 
INFINITELY INTO STRONG MACHINE #1. #2. #3. 

' UNTIL THE FIRST UNIT REBELLED AND WENT 
INDEPENDENT AS SUPER STRONG MACHINE. 
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Screen: Mask Catalog, Estrella, Pro wrestling masks 
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...I HAVE TO 
ADMIT I'M 
RELUCTANT TO 
SLAP ON THE 
PROTECTIVE 
OUTFIT WHERE 
IT'S NOT 
NECESSARY 


ON A SIMILAR 
NOTE, 

OVERUSE OF 
THE NUCLEAR 
RADIATION 
SYMBOL 
WEAKENS 
ITS WARN INS 
VALUE, SO BE 
JUDICIOUS, 
PLEASE! 


This i 


















































PEOPLE 
MIGHT 
THINK I 
WAS JOKING 
AROUND, 
AND IT'S 
TRUE THAT 
I THOUGHT 
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HOPING TO 
PUNCTURE 
THE 

AWKWARD 
SITUATION 
WHERE 
PEOPLE 
ARE OVERLY 
SENSITIVE 
ABOUT ICHI-F 
AND ITS 
WORKERS... 


IN 

ESSENCE, 
THIS 
WAS MY 
ATTEMPT 
AT LUCHA 
LIBRE.* 


THAT ALL 
SOUNDS VERY 
BOLD AND BRAVE, 
BUT IN TRUTH, 
AFTER THE 
FIRST CHAPTER 
APPEARED IN THE 
MAGAZINE, I WAS 
TERRIFIED THAT 
TEPCO OR OTHER 
COMPANIES 


AFTER ALL, 
I HAVEN'T 
GOTTEN 
A WORK 
GALL SINCE 
THE COMIC 
BEGAN... 




Chapter 4: Fukushima Summertime Blues (Part 1) 
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An autograph for a bookstore to display 










































Look, I know 
you’re worried, 
but focus on 
what you’ue 
got going on 
here! Draw, 
draw, draw! 
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‘Nuclear Regulation Authority 



AND \ 

YOU'RE 

SOINS 


THE THINS IS, 

STARTINS 


YOU NEVER 

NEXT / 


KNOW WHEN 

WEEK? J 


WORK WILL 
ACTUALLY 
START AT 
ICHI-F, SAME 


prVS 

AS IT WAS 

\ ^ 1 


V BEFORE... 

\ SP- 






Carefree without the deadlines 


AND IT OFTEN 
REQUIRES 
CAREFUL CO¬ 
ORDINATION 
WITH OTHER 
PROCESSES 
THAT ARE HAP- 
PENINS AT THE 
SAME TIME. 
SO IT'S VERY 
RARE FOR 
THINSS TO 
JUST SPRINS 
INTO MOTION. 


Sometimes you have to wait for this job to finish before you can work nearby 




















































Mentally I'm in worker mode, so I can't think about manga 
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CHAPTER 17-END 

































































WHILE FICTIONAL NAMES HAVE BEEN USED FOR 
COMPANIES AND INDIVIDUALS, TATSUTA ALWAYS 
HAD CONCERN THAT THOSE CLOSE TO THE SITUATION 
WOULD FIGURE IT OUT IF THEY READ THE COMIC. 
SO WHEN TATSUTA FOUND WORK AGAIN AT ICHI-F 
IN 2014, BOTH HE AND HIS EDITOR WERE RELIEVED. 
INCIDENTALLY, SINCE FINISHING HIS DEPICTION OF 
THE 2014 WORK STINT, TATSUTA HAS NOT RECEIVED 
ANY CALLS ABOUT NEW JOBS THERE. 
















































CHAPTER 18 
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Book: Tatsuta, Kazuto, Radiation Management Handbook 

























































































ARE YOU 
KIPPING 
ME? I'M 
LIVING 
POtVN/N 
IBARAKI? 


MOST OF THE 
RESTRICTED 
ZONE RESIDENTS 
HAVEN'T 8 ESUN 
TO RETURN 
HOME YET, WHILE 
THE NUMBER 
OF WORKERS 
INCREASES. IWAKI 



Street Signs: Uchigomidaisakai 


Kind of looking forward to Ibaraki 423 
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Sign: Hitachi Center 


425 






































































426 














































































































































I DON'T 
NEED TO 
CALL A 
HANDYMAN 
'C.UZ I AIN'T 
OPENIN' 
THIS UP FOR 
BUSINESS. 


the humidity and mold is out of control 




Depending on the contract terms, companies might pay a certain percentage of salary as a 
standby payment while you're waiting. If not, some of them find odd jobs like this for you 
to do. My first subcontractor, Kuromori Construction, sent us on civil engineering jobs. 

















































429 



























































430 



























































ALL OF 
IT WAS 
PRACTICAL 
INFORMA¬ 
TION ABOUT 
CURRENT 
EQUIPMENT 
AND SAFETY 
GUIDELINES. 



A collection of subcontractor workers, as well as 


the primary subcontractor making their first Ichi-F trip 431 
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It's cold! What a delight! 


Under construction in 2014 



















































































THE 

NEXT 

MORN- 

INS 

WAS MV 
FIRST 
TRIP TO 
ICHI-F 


ms 

NERVE- 


Sign: ETC Vehicles 


IT TAKES A 
FULL HOUR ON 
THE FREEWAY 
JUST TO REACH 
THE HIRONO 
INTERCHANGE 
WHERE YOU 
FIND JV. 


The numbers are fine - if there s any change, 


it s within the margin of error 


THIS 
TIME, 
THERE 
WAS A 
NEW 
SYSTEM: 
VEIN AU¬ 
THENTI¬ 
CATION. 


AS I 

MENTIONED 

BEFORE, 

I DIDN'T 
SUFFER ANY 
IDENTITY- 
RELATED 
CENSURE 
FROM TEPCO 
ITSELF 

REGISTRATION 

ENDED 

SMOOTHLY. 


IT'S 

STILL 

DARK 

OUT... 


HOW 
CAN IT 
BE SO 
FAR 
AWAY? 


My co-resident Sekita is also doing this job 






























































HERE WE 
JOIN UP 
WITH THE 
WORKERS 
FROM THE 
PRI¬ 
MARY AND 
OTHER 
SECOND¬ 
ARY SUBS. 


THE DOZEN- 
OR-SO OF 
US WILL 
INCLUDE 
THE MASTER 
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ASIDE FROM 
A FEW CARSO 
VEHICLES, 
ALL EXTERIOR 
COMMUTER 
VEHICLES 
AND INTERIOR 
VEHICLES ARE 
KEPT STRICTLY 
SEPARATE. 


These get surveyed too. of course 



WHEN WE WERE 
WORKING IN 2012, 
YOU HAD TO PUT 
ON A TYVEK AT 
J-VILLAGE, AND 
WE HAD TO PUT 
ON OUR FULL 
MASKS DURING 
THE TRIP. 



-> In 2011, you had to put the mask on at JV! 






































































The vein authentication test from JV gets repeated here 



You have to show inside your bags 


UP ON 

IN 

-- 



THE 

SECOND 

FLOOR 

THERE 

ARE 

1 

fn= 

SOME 

TEAMS 

CHANSE 


LOCK¬ 
ERS 
AND ' 
SEAR. 

1 

8 

r 

9H 

8 

- 

AND 

HEAD 

OUT... 
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Touch panel (very unresponsive!) 









































































































Not actually electric 
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CHAPTER 18-END 














































































THIS TEMPORARY MALL IN FRONT OF THE NARAHA 
TOWN HALL ALONG ROUTE 6, MADE UP OF BUSINESSES 
THAT HAD TO EVACUATE FROM NARAHA, OPENED UP 
ON JULY BIST, 2014. IT'S ABOUT IS KILOMETERS 
SOUTH OF ICHI-F. AS DEPICTED IN CHAPTER 14, 
TATSUTA'S FAVORITES ARE TAKE-CHAN CAFETERIA'S 
CHIVES-AND-LIVER STIR FRY AND ORAHO-TEI'S 
CITRUS SOFT SERVE. 




CLEANUP AND ICHI-F 
WORKERS AND 
RESIDENTS PREPARING 
TO RETURN CAN MAKE 
THIS "THEIR STOP." 
(BY THE WAY, THE 
EVACUATION ORDER FOR 
NARAHA WAS LIFTED ON 
SEPTEMBER 5TH, 2015.) 

























































WE ARE 
WORKING 
INSIDE 
THIS LARGE 
SERVICE 
ENTRANCE. 
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*Sigri: The atmospheric radiation here is 0.1 mSv/h 



OF COURSE, 
FURTHER 
IN THERE 
ARE PLACES 
MUCH MORE 
DANGEROUS 
AND TENSE. 


YES, I 
FEEL VERY 
ASHAMED 
TO SET YOU 
ALL WORKED 
UP ABOUT 
FINALLY 
WORKING 
INSIDE THE 
REACTOR 
BUILDING, 
ONLY TO 
START 
OFF WITH 
NAPTIME... 


THE 

WORK I'M 
TAKING PART 
IN NOW IS AN 
ASSESSMENT 
OF THE FIRST 
FLOOR OF 
THE UNIT 1 
REACTOR 
BUILDING 
USING THESE 
ROBOTS. 


OUR ROBOTS ARE CALLED “SURVEY RUNNERS" 


TOP ATTACHMENT CAN BE REPLACED „„ . 

FOR A VARIETY OF PURPOSES HA ,*,?,?? S '^I ER 
INSIDE (ALSO 
MODIFIABLE) 












































Storebought game controller 
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AND NOW THE 
SURVEYING 
AND DECON¬ 
TAMINATION 
HAS GOTTEN 
TO THE POINT 
WHERE I'M IN 
THERE TAK¬ 
ING NAPS. 





rUJ/ 

I JUST WANT f 
TO THANK ALL . 



\ pr 


IT'S BEEN 
THREE 

OF THOSE f 
WORKERS 


YEARS 

^ liSu 

WHO GOT , 


FOUR 

US HERE „ 


MONTHS 


THROUGH 


FROM 


THEIR RADIA¬ 


THE AC¬ 
CIDENT 
TO NOW, 


TION CLEAN- ^ 
INGAND \ 


2014. 

1/ JiM 

ENVIRONMEN- ( 
TAL IMPROVE- * 



4 IJ 

MENTS! 

(THOUGH 



II r r ' yy\J/l 

NATURAL DE¬ 
CAY PLAYED A 



V W 

PART, TOO.) 5 


k~ 

A 1 




fHdiL 

_ 


But still going back to sleep 






















































Takes hard work to lower it down (about 40 kg (90 lbs)?) 
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Also monitors conditions and radiation 


















































The "Warrior", 



Heavyweight Fighter 
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There are other work teams going in and out, so sometimes you see hoses and cables that serve some unknown purpose 
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WE ALL WANT 
TO AVOID 
RADIATION 
EXPOSURE, 
BUT IF IT'S JUST 
0.1 MSV FORA 
SINGLE HOUR, 
I UNDERSTAND 
PREFERRING 
TO JUST WAIT 
ON THE WORK 
SITE. 



452 



















































































































454 



































First alarm (my limit today was 2.0 mSv, so it's at 0.4 right now) 
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The primary subcontractors stop at the office in Ni-F, but we lower subcontractors usually get to go home right away * We leave about 11:1111 AM ^ see cha P ter '8) 


Once again, this is not actually electric 




A hot spring utilizing the exhaust heat from the Hitachi City trash furnace 
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Sign: Restaurant Cafe 












































































They had put out my first collected volume and advertised the second as "coming this fall!" 




(This is around when I was drawing Chapters 9 and 10) 
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CHAPTER 19-END 














































































THIS STOP TEMPORARILY 
CLOSED UP AFTER THE 
EARTHQUAKE AND REOPENED 
ON AUGUST 11TH, 2012. 
TATSUTA'S FAVORITE HERE IS 
THE SUNSHINE TOMATO SOFT 
SERVE. IT'S AN ACQUIRED 
TASTE THAT USES ONLY 
LOCALLY-GROWN TOMATOES. 












CHAPTER 20 
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There are spots over 10 mSv/h, especially perpendicular to the opening, so we always dart to the side 



It's only about 20 kg (45 lbs), but there are no easy handles to grasp 


THERE ARE 
TWO KINDS 
OF ROBOTS 
FOR THIS 
ASSIGNMENT, 
BOTH MADE 
BY THE SAME 
AMERICAN 
MILITARY 
CONTRACTOR. 


THIS IS "PACKBOT," THE 
MONITORING/COMMUNICATION ROBOT 
WE'RE CARRYING NOW 



This one's about 70 kg (155 lbs), so it can't be carried by people 




































We're inside the reactor building now 




We set it down here 
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I always get cautious around people who hammer the "internal radiation" and "children" keywords... 




THE THYROID 
CANCER WASN'T 
CAUSED BY 
THE NUCLEAR 
ACCIDENT, IT'S 
JUST A GENERAL 
OCCURRENCE 
THAT THEY'RE 
DISCOVERING 
MORE OFTEN 
NOW. 


THIS MIGHT BE OLD 
NEWS TO YOU, BUT 
THYROID CANCER 
IS SOMETHING THAT 
MANY, MANY PEOPLE 
HAVE, AND THE VAST 
MAJORITY NEVER 
EXPERIENCE ANY 
ADVERSE EFFECTS 


TO COMPARE 
THESE NUMBERS, 
THE MINISTRY 
OF THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
DID TESTS 
IN AOMORI, 
NAGASAKI AND 
YAMANASHI, 
AND FOUND THE 
DIFFERENCE 
IN THE RATE 
OF THYROID 
ABNORMALITIES 
TO BE NEGLIGIBLE. 



BUT BECAUSE IT WAS 
MANDATED THAT ALL 
CHILDREN IN FUKUSHIMA 
MUST BE TESTED AFTER 
THE ACCIDENT, THEY 
STARTED COUNTING UP 
CASES THAT WOULD 
NORMALLY NEVER BE 
DISCOVERED. 


AND AFTER 
STUDYING 
THE GENETIC 
MUTATIONS IN 
THE CHILDREN'S 
CANCER CELLS, 
THEY WERE 
DIFFERENT 
FROM THOSE 
OBSERVED AFTER 
THE CHERNOBYL 
ACCIDENT. 
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Article, Genetic mutation in thyroid cancer cells differs from Chernobyl's 











































We don't get too deep into this debate because we know from experience that getting too heated leads to fights 



WELL, I WANT 
TO SEE IT FOR 
MYSELF. PLUS, 
X NEEDTHE 
MONEY. 


HONESTLY, IF 
YOU'RE THAT 
WORRIED, I 
WOULDN'T 
RECOMMEND 
FORCING 
YOURSELF 
TO WORK AT 
ICHI-F. 


AS IT TURNED 
OUT, I NEEDN'T 
HAVE WORRIED. 


THAT MAKES ME 
WONDER, ONCE 
WE'RE ON THE 
SCENE, WILL 
KAWAJ/MANASE 
TO DO THE WORK 
PROPERLY... ? 
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HE'S NOT 
THE KIND 
OF MAN 
WHO 
FALTERS 
ON THEJOB 
AFTER ALL. 






AT THIS POINT, I SHOULD 
PROBABLY PROVIDE A 
SENERAL EXPLANATION 
OF THE TURBINE BUILDINS. 
WHEN WE SAY "TURBINE 
BUILDINS" IN A SENERIC 
SENSE, WE'RE ACTUALLY 
TALKINS ABOUT THE 
ENTIRE STRUCTURE THAT 
ENCOMPASSES... 


V-r- OCEAN - 



-TT- 

SERVICE BLDG 
Contains a shelter 
for changing gear 
and outfits! but it's 
been unused since 
the'accident 


CONTROL BLDG 
The central operations 
room that operates the 
reactors is on the second 
floor 


...THE UNIT 

3 AND UNIT 

4 TURBINE 
BUILDINSS, 

SERVICE 
BUILD¬ 
INS, AND 
CONTROL 
BUILDINS. 


UNIT A 
REACTOR 
BLDG 
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THE DECONTAMINATION TEAM THAT COMES IN AFTER US USES THIS ONE 473 

































































































































































THE THINS IS, 
THERE ARE 
ISSUES THAT I 
WOULDN'T BE 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT, SIVEN MY 
MINIMAL FEARS 
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...BUT THOSE 
WHO ARE 
MORE WARY 
OF EXPOSURE 
THINK 
CAREFULLY 
ABOUT 
IMPROVE¬ 
MENTS THAT 
ULTIMATELY 
HELP ALL OF 
US. 



EVEN THOUSH I 
RATTLE ON ALL 
THE TIME ABOUT 
HOW MINIMIZING 
EXPOSURE IS 
IMPORTANT TO 
INCREASE THE 
NUMBER OF DAYS 
YOU CAN WORK, 

X HAD TO ADMIT 
THAT THIS OPENED 
MY EYES TO HOW 
RESIGNED I 
WAS A80UT THE 
CURRENT STATE OF 
THINGS. 
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WE 

LEAVE 

HITACHI 

AT 

12:30 

AM. 
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Spacious, since no one's here yet 
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When the phone rings too early, it's usually because it got stuck somewhere 



481 


























































CHAPTER 20 - END 
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THIS FACILITY TAKES ITEMS FOUND 
DURING THE TSUNAMI WRECKAGE CLEANUP 
EFFORTS SUCH AS PHOTOS AND ALBUMS. 
IT'S IN THE TOWN OF NAMIE NORTH OF 
ICHI-F, ON THE OCEAN SIDE OF ROUTE 
6. YOU DON'T NEED TO BE A RESIDENT 
TO BROWSE, SO TATSUTA VISITED A FEW 
TIMES AFTER ROUTE 6 REOPENED. IT ALSO 
HAS ITEMS LIKE STUFFED ANIMALS AND 
GUITARS. 



























CHAPTER 21 




| THIS TIME, WE'LL 
SO OVER THE 
LARSE SERVICE 
ENTRANCE 
OF THE UNIT 
3 REACTOR 
BUILDINS, 
WHICH IS HOW 
THE DEBRIS- 
REMOVINS 
WARRIOR BOT 
SETS IN AND 
OUT. 



THIS IS AN 
EXTREMELY 
SENSITIVE 
LOCATION WHEN 
IT COMES TO 
RADIATION 
CONTROL, AS IT'S 
QUITE HOT 
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VUL 






















































































WE TAKE THE 
WARRIOR'S 
CHARGE? 
BATTERIES TO 
THE LARGE 
SERVICE 
ENTRANCE. 



INCIDENTALLY, 
THE TURBINE 
BUILDINS 
DOOR AND 
THE SERVICE 
ENTRANCE 
DOOR ON 
OPPOSITE 
SIDES OF THE 
REACTOR ARE 
REFERRED TO 
AS "SEA SIDE" 
AND "MOUN¬ 
TAIN SIDE," 
RESPEC¬ 
TIVELY. 


The service entrance is totally flat, not a mountain. 
It's probably meant in contrast to "sea," nothing more. 



There are gaps between the metal plates 



































































































































Above values are when the door is closed 
























































































































We wrap them in plastic for protection and hang them around our necks 



Electric-powered 
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BUT THE THINS IS, 
THE PROCEDURES 
NEEDED FOR RUBBLE 
CLEANUP AND 
DECONTAMINATION 
HAVE BEEN 
ESTABLISHED FOR A 
WHILE, SO BASICALLY 
ANYONE CAN DO THIS 
STUFF WITH A LITTLE 
PRACTICE FIRST. 



I'M SUESSINS 
THAT WHEN 
THEY START 
INVESTISATINS 
INSIDE THE 
CONTAINMENT 
VESSEL ITSELF, 
THEY'LL HAVE 
TO USE HISHLY- 
TRAINED 
ENSINEERS 
WITH ACE PILOT 
SKILLS. 



Ordinary storebought controller 



RESARDLESS 
OF HOW MUCH 
EXPOSURE 
SOMEONE'S 
TAKEN 
ALREADY, 
THERE'S 
ALWAYS A 
FEELINS OF 
COMPASSION 
FOR THOSE 
HEADINS TO 
THE HISH-RAD 
HOTSPOTS. 
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GOOD 
MORNINS, 
EVERYONE. 
TOPAY WE'RE 
JOINEP BY 
SECTION CHIEF 
MITA FROM 
WWE'S MAIN 
TOKYO 
OFFICE. 



POES THAT MEAN 
THE PEPARTMENT 
CHIEF ANP 
SENERAL MANASER 
WILL BE HERE 
NEXT? 




ALLJOKEs\ 

IF THEY 


ASIPE, WE'LL 

PO COME, 


BE LOAPINS 

WE'LL 


THE PACKBOT 

RUN 'EM 


VIA THE 

, RASSEP! 


MOUNTAIN 



SIPEAS 



WELL, 



STARTING 



TOPAY. / 

m 


$0 
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When the service entrance is open, even this spot is a few mSv/h 
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THE 

PACK- 

BOT 

GOES 

INTO 


I'M TELLING 
YOU, NO 
ONE'S GONNA 
STEAL AN 
IRRAPIATEP 
ROBOT LIKE 
THIS. 







































































Lost at rock-paper-scissors By request 
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DON'T 
SET TO 
IflHI-F 
BATHED 
IN THE 
MORNINS 
SUN LIKE 
THIS... 


MAKES IT 


WORTH 


BEHIND 
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Taken to a separate room 
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WHICH BOOT 
YOU SET IS 
JUST LUCK 
OF THE DRAW, 
BUT IF YOU'RE 
DESPERATE TO 
AVOID CONTAMI¬ 
NATION... 



WHY DON'T 
YOU TRY 
WEARINS THE 
INSIDE SHOE 
COVERS, MR. 
TATSUTA? 
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CHAPTER 21 - END 




























































A RENOWNED COMPOSER FROM FUKUSHIMA PREFECTURE. 
HE WAS ACTIVE BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WWII, AND 
WROTE MANY FAMOUS PIECES LIKE THE "OLYMPIC MARCH” 
FOR THE OPENING CEREMONIES OF THE 1964 TOKYO 
OLYMPICS, AND THE THEME FOR THE SUMMER KOSHIEN HIGH 
SCHOOL BASEBALL TOURNAMENT. TATSUTA'S REPERTOIRE 
OF OLD TUNES INCLUDES MANY OF HIS SONGS, ESPECIALLY 
"NIGHT OF THE IOMANTE." IN CHAPTER 11, HE DEPICTED A 
PERFORMANCE OF KOSEKI'S "THE HIGHLANDS TRAIN RIDES 
ON" AT A TEMPORARY HOUSING DEVELOPMENT. 















507 


















































































508 






















































































AT THE TIME, 

I MENTIONED 
THAT WE 
CHANGED 
OUR STANDBY 
LOCATION 
TO REDUCE 
RADIATION 
EXPOSURE, 
BUT NOW I'LL 
DESCRIBE 
ANOTHER SUCH 
MEASURE 
WE TOOK TO 
INCREASE 
SAFETY. 
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*ln our lingo, we often call highly-contaminated things “radioactive," because it seems like they might as well be a source of radiation. 
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Unomisaki Hot Spring in Hitachi 




THE LAST 
TIME CJULY), 
YOU DIDN'T 
ACTUALLY 
PUT TOGETH¬ 
ER ANY STO¬ 
RYBOARDS, 
DID YOU? 
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IF YOU DON'T 
COME BACK 
SOON, IT'S 
SOINS TO BE 
TOO LONS OF 
A HIATUS FOR 
THE SERIAL¬ 
IZATION. 
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Lost at rock-paper-scissors 
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Sign: Tamachi Industrial 



































































































CHAPTER 22 - END 


524 






















































AS WE'LL TOUCH ON IN THE SPECIAL EPILOGUE, 
THERE ARE MANY HOT SPRINGS AROUND ICHI-F, 
AND TATSUTA MADE THEM A FREQUENT STOP ON 
HIS WAY BACK FROM A SHIFT. SOME FAVORITES 
THAT DIDN'T MAKE IT INTO THE STORY ARE 
KANIARAI HOT SPRING IN YOTSUKURA, WHICH 
REOPENED IN JULY 2013, SAHAKO-NO-YU 
IN THE YUMOTO NEIGHBORHOOD, AND THE 
NEARBY PUBLIC BATHHOUSE JONOYU. 





























CHAPTER 23 




Sign: Resident Center 
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STEW, 
MOCHI, AND 
MUSIC. WE 
SOT A MIX OF 
RESIDENTS 
AT THE 
TEMPORARY 
HOUSINS 
DEVELOP¬ 
MENT... 



2012 graffitti on Iwaki's town hall reading "Go home, radioactive mutants" 














































IN ADDI¬ 
TION TO 
MUSICIANS, 
THERE WERE 
VOLUNTEER 
CHIRO¬ 
PRACTORS 
OFFERINS 
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JUST 

STAY 

SAFE, 

FOLKS. 


OF LAND, THE 
WHOLE PACIFIC. 
COASTLINE OF 
THE TOHOKU 
REGION LOOKS 
LIKE ONE GIANT 
CONSTRUCTION 
SCENE. 
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...SO THEY CAN 
INVESTIGATE 
THE CAUSE 
AND ENSURE 
CONDITIONS ARE 
SAFE ENOUSH 
TO PROCEED. 
THAT GOES FOR 
EVERYTHING, 
NOT JUST THE 
PRECISE AREA 
WHERE THE 
ACCIDENT 
HAPPENED. 




Sign, No Entry 

=i- 1 


AND FOR THE 
WORKERS, 
GETTING A 
FEW EXTRA 
DAYS OFF ISN'T 
ALWAYS A 
BONUS. 



X DON'T KNOW 
HOW THINGS 
ARE FOR 
SALARIED 
EMPLOYEES 
AT MAJOR 
CONTRACTORS, 
BUT FOR 
US SUB¬ 
CONTRACTORS 
DOWN THE 
LINE, ONE 
FEWER DAY 
WORKING IS 
ONE FEWER 
DAY'S INCOME. 
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Many of them just rent out normal houses 



TO MY SURPRISE, 
IT TURNED OUT 
THEY WERE ALL 
INVOLVED IN THE 
DECONTAMINATION 
PROCESS. 


AH, YES. IT IS 
A LITTLE EERIE 
SEEINS SO 
MANY OLDER 
MEN PACKED 
LIKE SARDINES 
INTO A HOUSE 
LIKE THAT, ISN'T 






Paper: Decontamination worker arrested for shoplifting 
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Phenomenon where the snow pack on 
Mt. Azuma-Kofuji looks like a rabbit, 
signaling the approach of spring 



I HARDLY 
HAD ANY 
PERSONAL 
CONNEC¬ 
TION TO 
FUKUSHIMA 
BEFORE 
THE 

DISASTER. 
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IF X EVER 
GET TO WORK 
AT ICHI-F 
OR GOME 
ACROSS ANY 
INTERESTING 
STORIES, 
PERHAPS WE 
SHALL MEET 
AGAIN. 


ALL 


TORS, 


AWAIT- 


YOUR 


JOBS 


BUT 


WHILE A 


WHOLE 


BUNCH 


THE 

ENCHANTING 
SIGHT OF 
HIRONO 
POWER 
STATION'S 
EXHAUST 
STACK RISING 
ABOVE THE 
COASTAL MIST 
STAYS THE 
SAME. 


A bit relieved at being freed from the double life of 


THAT'S 
A GOOD 
IDEA. NO 
POINT 
STRETCH¬ 
ING IT OUT. 


comics and work 


SO MY 
STORY 
WILL 
TAKE A 
HIATUS 
FOR 
NOW. 















































Renovation Memorial Ceremony 


THE EVAC¬ 
UATION 

pi ie main 

ORPER OF 
NARAHA 
WAS 


W\ * T<§ 

LIFTEP 
THIS YEAR 
ON SEP¬ 
TEMBER 
STH. 

SHr 


Banner Naraha, Connecting Hearts 



See Chapter 14 
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Top Sign: Naraha Town Renovation 


















































AREAS 
ALONG 
THE WAY, 
BRINGING 
CROWDS AND 
LIVELINESS 
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— cx® disposal facility^ J 
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*This was the dirtiest water with high amounts of strontium 







Lifts 






$ aSC t 0 ai| i0n ' 

THERE 

THEY'RE 


ARE MANY 

ALSO USING 


PROBLEMS 

ROBOTS TO 

( ( s' >CX^ 

STILL TO : 

INVESTIGATE 

1 \yj J 

CONQUER, 1 

INSIPETHE 

\y m* 

OF COURSE, I, 

REACTORS 


BUT FROM MY | 

„ THEMSELVES, 


PERSPECTIVE, ; 

WHICH HAP 


AS SOMEONE 

PREVIOUSLY 

4 \6l|X 

WHO'S SEEN 

BEEN 


THINGS 

UNTOUCHEP. 


CHANGING 


-r; Xy A 

FROM WITHIN , 


ICHI-F, X CAN 

SAY ONE 


NEWEST MODEL OF li i 

THING... 


SURVEY ROBOT \! ^pRgtlgp S/\ 1 / 



^v/ Ay' li l/^- 

5= 
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IF THIS 
MINDSET 

NOTHING 


CAN SPREAD, 


THEN I 

WILL 


BELIEVE THE 

HAPPEN 

M . m 

RECOVERY OF 

THAT GAN 

or “ mm. 

THE ENTIRE 

BE WORSE 
THAN WHAT 

TOHOKU * 
REGION, \ 

ALREADY 

:r^T—' 

NOTJUST ! 

HAPPENED. 

- - ——~ ..-— 

FUKUSHIMA, 

- -- —— • ^- ~~ - • - 

WILL BECOME ‘ 


— — __ — 

THAT MUCH 



SMOOTHER. 
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CHAPTER 23-END 











































ICHI-F 

END 



THANKS FOR 
FOLLOWING 
ALONG WITH MY 
STORY THROUGH 
2014 IN ICHI-F: 
A WORKER'S 
SRAPH/C 
MEMOIR OF THE 
FUKUSHIMA 
NUCLEAR 
POWER PLAN 



AFTER A WORK 
SHIFT GOMES A 
NICE, RELAXING 
BATH...SO I'D 
LIKE TO LEAVE 
YOU WITH AN 
INTRODUCTION 
TO SOME OF 
—4 THE FINE BATHS 

~ \ I COULDN'T 

\ SHOW OFF IN 

THE BOOK! 



HORIZON KAMINE 
(See page 458) 


And that's still not all! There are 
hidden spots all over the place! 









! this one, but it's one of the best I've ever been to! 


1 AROUND 

S YUMOTO 
t STATION, 

Fr 

m 

...BUT 

* THERE ARE 

nuyi 

THERE 

> A NUMBER 

JwMiiiyiii 

ARE ALSO 

i OF INNS 


PUBLIC 

| AND DAY 

j TRIP SPAS... 


BATHS 
THAT ONLY 
LOCALS 
KNOW 


asjB 

q H |o^ 

■ill 

ABOUT. 

f| 1 

WT i .1 . 1 ^ I'll'' 
































































TRANSLATION NOTES, PART 3 



mm mi i om mu. mi m 

The original Japanese title here translated to "The Silent Power Plant," a play on the famous Silent Service 
manga series by Kaiji Kawaguchi, master of Clancy-esque military/political thrillers. The series, started in the 
late 1980s, revolves around a nuclear submarine jointly developed by the US and Japan. When the Japanese 
captain declares the submarine its own independent state, it causes dramatic shifts in Cold War relations 
and results in tense underwater battles and political intrigue. The adapted title is, of course, a reference to 
Seagal's Under Siege movie series, of which Tatsuta is a fan. 


PINE CORRIDOR, PAGE W 

The Great Pine Corridor was a part of the old Edo Castle. It was a 50-meter-long open hallway along a 
courtyard, named for the wall screens depicting pine trees along its length. Its fame comes from its part 
in the incident of the “47 Ronin," which has been dramatized in books, TV, and movies. Lord Asano Naganori 
was forced to commit seppuku for the crime of attacking a court official who insulted him. The attack took 
place in the Pine Corridor. The 47 samurai who followed Asano planned and executed a revenge killing of the 
official to restore their late master's honor, after which the shogun allowed them to commit seppuku and 
maintain their honor, rather than being executed as criminals. While the tale may be somewhat fictionalized, 
its grisly nature and deep themes of loyalty and honor make it a popular one to this day. 



















SDF, PAGE m 

Article 9 of the Constitution of Japan outlaws war as a means of settling international disputes, effectively 
ruling out the possibility of a military. Instead, the armed forces of Japan are called "Self-Defense Forces" (SDF), 
or jiei-tai in Japanese, a small peacekeeping force that essentially functions under the United Nations. The SDF is 
technically classified as an extension of the national police and, in accordance with Article 9, is held to a level 
below that of "war potential" This article has been the subject of much national debate over the decades since its 

establishment in 
1947, especially 
in recent years. 


Former Naval SDF 

MOCHI, PAGE 529 

A kind of sticky rice cake. Traditionally, the rice is ceremonially pounded flat in a rounded wooden bowl with 
a heavy wooden hammer called a kine. One person pounds the mochi and another flips it over in a precise 
fashion; the rhythm is very important to avoid injury. Mochi can be eaten as-is or flavored in various ways. 
It's a traditional treat 
in the New Year's 
period, and, due to the 
extreme stickiness, it's 
a consistent choking 
hazard. Chew carefully! 
























































TO m AMERICAN REAPERS. 
5TA/ SAFE! 



/ 

tmto TAT5UTA 


The author drew this original illustration for the American edition of /c/i/-F. 



Q&A WITH KAZUTO TATSUTA, AUTHOR OF ICHI-F 


This exclusive interview appears only in the U.S. edition of Ichi-F, and was conducted on December 
7,2016, between staff at Kodansha Comics, Kazuto Tatsuta, and Mr. Tatsuta’s editor. 

KODANSHA COMICS: Let's start with something light. You've said that you do visit Fukushima from 
time to time. Is there anything you really miss about it? Food, places, etc.? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: That’s a good question. Things I miss... I really miss the workplace. It’s been over a 
year since I had a work assignment there. I'd love to see what it looks like at this moment. 

KODANSHA COMICS: What about aside from work? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: Well, any place aside from the power plant, I can just visit anytime I want. But 
you can't actually go inside Ichi-F, which only makes the pull stronger. Also, since I was last there, 
they've built a much more comprehensive shelter area with a cafeteria, and a convenience store, 
and everything. I want to check it out and see how the food at the cafeteria is. 

KODANSHA COMICS: I'm sure you've gotten many questions about the role of nuclear power and 
nuclear power plants before. There's worldwide concern about the impact of nuclear power. In 
previous interviews, you've claimed that your experiences are not meant to be commentary on the 
decommissioning effort. Is that still your stance on the matter? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: That's right. As the author of Ichi-F, I'm not trying to argue for or against nuclear 
power plants, or question their role in society. That's not the point of the comic. 

KODANSHA COMICS: This will be your first published work in English. Is there anything you want the 
English-speaking readers of Ichi-F to know or understand about your experiences there? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: Mainly, just that Fukushima Daiichi isn't really some terrifying place full of 
negligent, unsafe conditions where people are practically forced into slave labor, as some might 
have you believe. The folks working there are all just ordinary old guys, most of whom are locals 
from Fukushima, and the rest coming from all over the country to help. That's what I want you 
to know. 


KODANSHA COMICS: Are there foreign workers, too? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Not that I've seen. Or should I say, I've never seen a worker who was clearly 
foreign in origin. I've seen news reports about Brazilian workers, but if they're there, it's a very 
small number. 

KODANSHA COMICS: This report on your experiences will seem at times very distant, and yet also 
quite familiar to readers abroad. What can foreign readers do, if anything, to offer support or help 
with the decommissioning effort? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: Well, we're certainly busy enough handling the power plant on our own, so I don't 
think there's any point to attempting to come help the decommissioning process. What would make 
me happiest is for people not to view Fukushima through tinted glasses. Don't be afraid of food 
from Japan. Don’t be afraid to come and visit Japan. I think that's enough for us. 

KODANSHA COMICS: So, don't be shy about traveling to Japan to see the country? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: Fukushima is a wonderful place. It seems like many tourists in Japan will travel 
away from Tokyo to the southwest, to Kyushu, but far fewer of them go up north to the Tohoku 
region. Fukushima isn't the only tsunami-affected area that's struggling up there due to lower 
tourism-surrounding regions like Miyagi and Iwate are, too. It would make me really happy for 
you to visit them. Not to gawk at the damage or treat them with tender sympathy, but just to go 
and treat them like normal. That would be more than enough. 

KODANSHA COMICS: This year (2017) marks six years since the initial incident. How do you think the 
public's perception of Ichi-F has changed? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: I feel like it largely hasn't changed. It seems like it's still misunderstood and feared 
by much of the public. But a lot of the initial panic about it being the "end of Japan as we know it" 
has disappeared as time has passed, so I hope that the fears continue to ease. 

KODANSHA COMICS: What about you? How has your personal perception changed? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: It certainly has changed since the first time I went there. I was quite apprehensive 
about going in there, and while it's certainly not all just a walk in the park, when it comes to doing 
the actual work, I found that it was controlled in a way that removed nearly all of that concern. 


In many ways, it's just like any ordinary work site with ordinary people there. Since then, my view 
hasn't changed much. Mostly, I just feel frustration that this hasn't been expressed to the rest of 
society very well. Whenever something happens at Ichi-F, even now, it gets treated as this massive 
emergency that leads to crazy rumors and stories. That's always been frustrating to me. And there 
was that aftershock recently. 

KODANSHA COMICS: We were going to ask you about that. There was another fairly large earthquake 
in Fukushima quite recently (November 2016), with tsunami waves of around a meter high. Could 
you talk a little about your feelings on that? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: Well, I was in the Tokyo area when it happened, and we got a fair amount of 
shaking, somewhere around magnitude 5. It took a while from the first jolt for the real shaking to 
start, so I realized it was pretty far off, and wondered if it was up north again. Once I was able to 
see the news reports, and they mentioned the height of the tsunami, I knew it would be all right. 
As a matter of fact, I actually visited Fukushima later that day-it was already in my plans. I left at 
midday and got there in the evening, and it was totally business as usual in Fukushima. Meanwhile, 
the cooling system at the spent fuel pool at Fukushima Daini stopped temporarily, and it turned 
into a big media panic. But as you'll know if you read Ichi-F, the cooling system gets turned off all 
the time during work, so an hour of inactivity is nothing. TEPCO announced that, and the media 
explained it as well before the day was done, but of course, some people are still going to call it the 
end of Japan. I get a little discouraged because every time something happens, there are always 
some people who don’t get the message. 

MR. TATSUTA'S EDITOR: You put out some very calm and rational commentary on Twitter, and it got 
a bunch of retweets. 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: Over ten thousand retweets, in fact. I also gained about a thousand followers. 
Basically, I was just saying that they turn off the cooling system to the pool in order to do work on 
it fairly often, and that people shouldn't exaggerate the issue and cause undue panic. 

EDITOR: So the fact that your tweets were getting spread around is a good sign that some people 
are getting the message. 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: It was good to see it spread, but it also made me realize that a lot of people are 
still worried about that kind of stuff. 


KODANSHA COMICS: How do you think this aftershock might affect the recovery and decommissioning 
process? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: Fundamentally, it won't have any effect. If anything, I think it's shown that a 
magnitude 7 or so won't have any effect on Ichi-F. They had a one-meter tsunami, and that didn't 
do any damage. 

KODANSHA COMICS: There were quite a few aftershocks when you were working there in 2012. Was 
the operation able to continue without too much trouble back then? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: Well, they've done a lot of analysis on what level of earthquake is safe to keep 
working through, so the crews themselves aren't worried about it. Of course, there's the possibility 
of something unexpected happening, but that's true of anything, anywhere. I doubt a magnitude 
7 would cause any problems. If there was another 8 or 9, and it caused another big tsunami-well, 
the plant isn't operational anymore. So it's almost impossible to have some kind of doomsday 
explosion or vast spread of contamination at this point. 

KODANSHA COMICS: What is your next plan as a manga artist, or any other profession? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: Well, I plan to make a living as a musician now (laughs). I'm joking, of course. I’ve 
told a number of subcontractors in Fukushima that I'm available for work, so I'm always ready to 
do another stint if it comes around, but it's an infrequent thing, and I haven't heard from them. As 
far as Ichi-F goes, I can't really continue onward unless I have another work experience to depict. 
There are a few little stories and angles that I'd still like to show off to the readers. I'm trying to 
come up with manga drafts for them, but I'm sad to say that the progress is very slow (laughs). 

EDITOR: Let's just say that we're hoping to have some new material this year. 

KODANSHA COMICS: You mentioned music. Is there any other area you're interested in? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: For now, I think it's just the music. 

KODANSHA COMICS: What about drawing something related to music? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Good point. Shoot, I should have brought one of my CDs! 


KODANSHA COMICS: You played live music over in Fukushima, correct? 


KAZUTO TATSUTA: Yes, and I write some songs themed on what I saw there. In fact, I even have some 
that I wrote while I was there in 201?. I can’t believe I didn't bring them! 

KODANSHA COMICS: You did include some scenes of yourself playing music in Ichi-F, so I suppose the 
people who have read it are familiar with that side of you. 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: After the most recent earthquake, I did go and play another show for a senior 
home. And I do them around Tokyo, too. In fact, I’m performing in Kawasaki this Saturday. I’ve got 
Kawasaki this week, Hachioji next week, then Sagamihara and Soshigaya-Okura the week after that. 
It's a little national tour. Or a Kanto region tour, I suppose...Maybe I should try an American tour, 
too (laughs). 

KODANSHA COMICS: Is there any last message you'd like to send to the readers in America? 

KAZUTO TATSUTA: Wow, a serious question after we just got a little silly (laughs). Well, I'm sure the 
Americans have a lot on their hands right now. We're watching what's unfolding there from Japan, 
too. As far as Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant is concerned, based on the opinions of those 
working there, the plant itself is very stable now, and the chances of a sudden dangerous turn are 
practically nil. So continue to pay attention, if you can, but don't worry too much. And most of all, 
try to think of Fukushima like you would of any other city or area-don't treat it like a disaster 
area or subject of pity, and that would make everyone happiest. 


KODANSHA COMICS: Thank you. 
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Here is a list of the names as they are written on the uniforms for 
those interested. Most are surnames, but deviations from this naming 
convention are listed as they appear. 
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